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PREFACE. 



The necessity for some such work as the present, has been 
long felt by many. Great detriment has accrued to the Pres- 
byterian Church; from the want of that indoctrination in Uie 
principles of her worship and polity, which it is surely her duty 
to provide for all who commit themselves, and their children, 
to ner teaching and guidance. Her members and children, 
have been thus attached to her, not so much by those ties of 
principle and conviction, which prove firm and enduring ; as by 
merely local and personal considerations, which form, m times 
of difficulty, but a feeble bond of attachment. Other churches 
are diligent in their efforts, to imbue the young mind with the 
knowledge of all their doctrinal peculiarities, and if this is done 
in a spirit of charity and christian brotherhood, will it not pro- 
mote, rather than prevent, that perfect christian union for wnich 
we hope ? 

Whether this work, which was drawn up at the suggestion 

^ of some leading members of our church, is altogether what is 

I needed, the author can hardly dare to hope. He has endeav- 

ored to render it as full and comprehensive as possible, and 

f^ for thjs purpose, he has availed himself freely of the labors of 

I others. He would particularly refer to the Ecclesiastical Cat- 

^ echisms of Dr. McLeod, of the Rev. Samuel Palmer, and of 

J one published in Ireland, as sources from which he has derived 

A* assistance. 

» It was thought better to err on the side of prolixity, than of 

^ brevity *, as it was one object of the author to fit the work (ctr 

private reading, and to make it as satisfactory as possible, on 
all the leading topics embraced in its design. The teacher 
can use his discretion in prescribing to his pupils-^whether that 
be in the family, the Bible Class, or the Sabbath School — such 
portions of it, as he may deem most necessary to be committed 
to memory. Other portions he may think it'sufficient to read 
with them, and to accompany with his own further explana- 
tions ; and whenever he may think any answer of too great 
length to be retained in the memory, he may^ after such a read- 
ing and examination, require it to be given, m substance, in the 
language of the pupil. 

In the fervent hope that this little work, may lead some of 
the rising generation to ask for the old paths, that they may 
walk therein^ it is committed to the blessing of the Head of tM 
Church by his most unworthy servant, 

THE AUTHOR. 
CharUMtan, 8, C, 1940. 



PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION. 

The Author would still oflfer this Catechism as an attempt, 
and not as )an actual accompliskmentf of all that he believes to 
be demanded by the necessities of the church. As such, he 
presents it to his brethren and the churches, and would earn- 
estl}' solicit any sug^gfestions by way of amendment, correction, 
addition, or subtraction. He has used eyery effort to pro- 
cure such hints from competent individuals, and would return 
his thanks to those brethren and gentlemen, who have favored 
him with their views. Of these he has availed himself in ren- 
dering the work more correct ; while by the sub-division of the 
chapters, the subjects will, he trusts, b^ better understood, and 
more easily comprehended by the learner. To the Rev. 
Samuel Miller, D. D., the author would especially render 
thanks for his kindness in first imposing this labor upoa 
him ; for his careful revision of it, and for his valuable suggef 
tions. 

Charleston J July, 1841. 
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CHAPTER L 

OF THE CHURCH. 



SECTION I. 

H%e iifferaU meanings of the word church, as used im 

ScrtpUtre, ' 

1. What is the meaning of the term churchy 
cs used in Scripture? 

The word church, as used in Scripture, has 
various significations, being used both in a 
common and a sacred sense. 

2. WTtat is the meaning of the word churchy 
as used in Scripture in a common sense ? 

The original word, which is translated church, 
is used in Scripture in a common sense, to signify 
any public assembly of persons to consult to- 
gether. 

Acts xix, 92, 39, 41. Some therefore cried one thing, and 
some another ; for the assembly was confused : and the more 
part knew not wherefore they were called together. But if ye 
m<)aife any thinff concerning other matters, it shall be deter- 
mined in a lawful assembly. And when he had thus spoken, 
he dismisjsed the assembly. 

A 



6 ECCLESIASTICAL 

3. Wh€£t is the more proper application of the 
word church, as generally used in scripture 7 

It is applied, in its sacred sense, to the church 
of Christ, which is a society of men called of 
God, by the gospel, unto the faith and worship 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of God in him. 

Col. i, 18. And he is the head of the body, the cbareh: who 
is the beginning, the firstborn from the deacTj that in all thinn 
he might have the pre>eminence. £ph. i, 10, 22, 23. That in 
the dispensation of the fulness of times, he might gather to- 
gether in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth, even in him. And hath put all things under 
his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the 
church. Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth 
all in all. 1 Cor. xii, 28. And God bath set some in the church, 
first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers; afler that 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, ffovernroents, diversities 
of tongues. 1 Cor. xv, 9. For I am tne least of the apostles, 
that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted 
the church of God, &c. 

4. What is the Jirst meaning of the word 
church in its sacred sense ? 

It means any particular congregation or soci- 
ety of professing Christians. 

Col. iv, 15. Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and 
Nprmphas, and the church which is in his house. Rom. xvi, 5. 
Likewise greet the church that is in their house* Salute my 
well beloved Epenetus, who is the first fruits of Achaia unto 
Christ. 

5. What is the second meaning of the word 
church, as thus used in Scripture 7 

It is applied to several congregations, or 
churches, considered as one body, under the 
same general superintendence. 

1 Cor. i, 2. Unto the church of God which is at Corinth; 1 
Cor. xiv. 34. Let your women keep silence in the churches: 
for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but thev are com- 
manded to DO under obedience, as also saith the Taw. Acts 



CATECHISM. 7 

«in, 1. And Saul wu consenting unto bis death. And at that 
time there was a great persecution against the church which 
was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad through- 
out the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 
Acts xxif 20. And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, 
and said unto him. Thou seest, brother, how many thousands 
of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of 
the law. Acts zv, 6. And the apostles and elders came to- 
gether for to consider of this matter. Acts xvi, 4. And as they 
went through the cities, they delivered them the decrees for to 
keep, that were ordained of the apostles and elders which were 
at Jerusalem* 

6. WJuU is the third meaning of the ward 
church in its sacred sense ? 

It means any assembly of the rulers of the 
church, when convened as an ecclesiastical ju« 
iicatory.* 

Matt xviii, 15, 16, 17. Moreover, if thy brother shall tres- 
jf>as8 against thee, jg^o and tell him his fault between thee and 
nim alone : if he snatl hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 
But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two 
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word 
may be established. And if he.shall neglect to hear them, tell 
it unto the church; but if he neglect to hear the church, let him 
be unto thee as a heathen man and a publican.f 

Heb. xiii, 17. Obey them that have the rule over you, and 
submit yourselves : for they watch for your souls, as they that 
must give account; that they may do it with joy, and not with 
grief : for that is unprofitable for you. 

1 Cot. V. It is reported commonljr that there is fornication 
among you, and sucn fornication as is not so much as named 
among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife. 
And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he 
that nath done this deed might be taken away from among 

* That the word church means an assembly of rulers meet- 
ing together in an ecclesiasticid judicatory, see lai^ely proved 
in Dr. Ayton's Orig. Constit.v of the Church, ch. li, $ 3^ 
p. 63» 64. 

t That by the church, in Matt, xviii, 17, is meant the minis- 
ters and elders that are chosen out of the congregation, to 
watch over the flock,'' given in the " View of Antichrist in the 
English Church/' 1581, published in Price's Hist, of Nonconf., 
voL i, p. 321. 
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vou. For I verily, as absent in body, bat present in spirit, 
nave iudged already as thoueh I were present^ concerning him 
that hath so done this deed, in the name of our Lord jesu» 
Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the 

§[)wer of our Lord Jesus Christ, to defiver such an one unto 
atan for the destruction of tne flesh, that the spirit may be 
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. Your gIor3ring is not 
good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole 
Himp t Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be & 
new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our p^so- 
ver is sacrificed for us : therefore let us keep the feast, not Mrith 
old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness^ 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. I wrote 
unto vou in an epistle, not to companv with fornicators : Yet 
not altogether with the fornicators of this worid, or with the 
covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters : for then must ye 
needs go out of the world. But npw I have written onto yoa 
not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a 
fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunk- 
ard, or an extortioner : with such a one no not to eat. For 
what have I to do to judge them also that are without 7 do not 
ye judge them that are within? But them that are without 
God judgeth. Therefore put away from among yourselves 
that person. 

Acts xiv, 27. And when they were come, and had gathered 
the church toeetber, they rehearsed all Uiat God had done 
Math them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the 
Gentiles. Acts xv, 2, 30, 22. When therefore Paul and Bar- 
nabas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they 
determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, 
should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about 
this question. So when thev were dismissed, they came to 
Antioch : and when thev had gathered the multitude together, 
they delivered the episUe. Then pleased it the apost^s and 
elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own 
company to Antioch, with Paul and Barnabas; namelv, Judas, 
sumamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren. 
Acts xi, 26. And when he had found him, he brought him unto 
Antioch. And it came to pass, that a .whole year they assem- 
bled themselves with the church, and taught much people. 
And the disciples were called Christians fiJrst in Antioch.* 

* That this meaning is to be attached to the term Church m 
these places, and that it is in itself an important meaning, was 
maintained by the early writers in defence of Presbyterianism. 
I may further refer particularly to Rutherford's Due Right of 
Presbyteries, &c., 4to, London, 1644, at pp. 309. 314, 322, 489- 
491. See also p. 316, 348. See also his Plea fer Paulas Pres- 
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7. What is thg fourth meaning of the word 
church in its sacred sense ? 

It means the whole body of God's redeemed 
people, that have been, or shall be, gathered 
into one, under Christ the Head, and which is 
generally called the invisible church. 

Eph. V. 25-^. Husbands, love joar wives, even as Christ 
also loved the church, and gave himself fbr it ; that he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water bv the word} 
that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not bav- 
ins spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be 
hdy and without blemish. 

Col. i, 18. And he is the head of the body, the church; who 
is the beginning, the first bom from the dead; that in all things 
he might have the pre-eminence. 

Eph. i, 10, 22,23. That in the dispensation of the fulness of 
the times, be mi^ht gather together m one all things in Christ, 
both which are m heaven, and which are on earth, even in him. 
And hath put all things under his feet, and ^ven hrm to be the 
head over all thincrs to the church, which is his body, the ful- 
ness of him that filleth all in all. . 

Heb. xii, 23. To the general assembly and church of the 
first-bom, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge 
of all, and to the spirits of just men niade perfect. 

8. Why is the church called invisible 7 

Because the faith and love of those who are 
its true members are invisible to men, and can be 
infallibly discerned only by God, who looketh 
upon the heart. 

9. What is the fifth meaning of the word 
churchy in its sabred sense 7 

It means the whole body of those — throughout 
the world, of every denomination, with their 



byterie, 4to, London, 1642, p. 85, &c. Gillespie's Aaron's 
Rod Blossoming, 4to, London, 1646, p. 294^297, and 350— 
4f67. See farther. Jus Divinum Regiminis Ecclesiastic!, by 
the London Ministers, 4to, London, 1654, p. 206, &c. 

a2 
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children — who profess the true religion, and 
which is commonly called the visible church. 

Acts ii, 39, 47. For the promise is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call. Praising God, and havin? favor with alt 
the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as 
should be saved. 1 Cor. xii, 12, 13, S8. For as the body is 
one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one 
bQdy, being many, are one body ; so also is Christ. For by 
one Spirit are we all baptised into one body, whether we be 
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free: and have been 
all made to drink into one Spirit. And God hath set some in 
the church; first, apostles; secondarily, prophets; thirdly, 
teachers; aAer that miracles; then glAs of healings, helps, gov- 
ernments, diversities of tongues. 1 Cor. xv, 9. For i am the 
least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God, &c. Acts viii, 3. As 
for Saul, be made havoc ef the church, entering into every 
house, and haling men and women, committed them to prison. 
1 Cor. vii, 14. For the unbelieving husband is sanctined by 
the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: 
else were your children unclean; but now are they holy. 1 
Cor. X, 32. Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the 
Gentiles, nor to the church of Uod. Acts xiv, 15. And saying, 
Sirs, why do ye these things 1 We also are men of like pas- 
sions witn you, and preach untoyou, that ye should turn uom 
these vanities unto the livmg €fod, which made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea, and all things that are theirein. 



SECTION II. 

The distinction between the church, as visible and tnoisible. 

10. Why is the church, in this sense, called 
the visible church 7 4 

Because all are members of it who make a 
profession of the christian religion, including 
those who, while they are regarded as members 
of the church on earth, nevertheless may not be 
members of the true church, nor possessed of 
either faith or love. 



CATECHISM. 11 

* 

11. Does this distinction of the church into 
visible and invisible, make two churches instead 
of one ? 

' No ! since by these terms we only distinguish 
the church in its external form, from the same 
church in its internal or spiritual character. 
As visible, it includes hypocrites-^as invisible, 
only believers. As visible, it requires from its 
members only an external and credible profes- 
sion of the faith ; as invisible, it supposes in 
every member of it, a sincere and hearty recep- 
tion of the truth, in the love of it.* 

12. Whith of these, then, is the true church, 
out of which there is no salvation ? 

As Christians compose the church — and as 
none are truly Christians, but those who are in- 
wardly what tWy profess to be outwardly ; it 
follows that none are regarded by God as mem- 
bers of Christ's body, which is the church, but 
true believers. The true church, therefore, is 
that which is invisible, and not that which is 
visible. 



* See this meaning of the word fully developed in Hooker, 
lEccl. Pol.; Book 3, sec. 1, in Works, vol. 1. p. 195, Hanburv's 
•edition, London, 1830, 3 vols. 8vo. See also p. 255. See 
«lso Bishop Hopkins' Works^ vol. 2, p. 418. This subject may 
«lso be Seen fully discussed m Rogers' Discourse and Review 
t>f the Visible and Invisible Churcn of Christ. London, 1721. 
Br. Georffe MiUer^n his recent Letter to Dr. Pusey, Lon- 
don, 1840, at p. 22^ speaks of ** the fundamental error of 
rejecting the distinction between the visible and the invisible 
church of Christ.'' See also pp. 23, 24, 25, where he calls this 
distinction " the essential principle of the Reformation, and 
very plainly discoverable in the articles (i. e. the xxziz Art.) of 
«ar church." 

a3 



12 ECCLESIASTICAL 

Rom. viii, 9. Bat ye are not in the flesh, hut in the Spirit, 
if 80 be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now, if any maai^ 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. Col. i, 18. And 
he is the head of the body, the church : who is the befinning'y 
the first bom from the dead : that in all things he mi^it have 
the pre-eminence. Eph. i, $2. And hath put all things under 
his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things in the 
church. Eph. v, 23, 27, 32. For the husband is the head of 
the wif^, even as Christ is the head of the church} and he is 
the Saviour of the body. That he might present it to himself 
a glorious church, not havinsf spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish, xhis is 
a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the 
church. 

13. To which of these churches are left the 
promises of perpetuity and indefectihility 7 

Not. to the visible church, which may fail and 
err in all its parts, but to the invisible against 
which the gates of hell cannot prevail, and with 
which Christ will be, even to the end of the 
world. So that there shall always be those, 
some where, who shall believe and profess the 
true religion. 



SECTION III. 

The present use of the word church in these several senses. 

14. Is the word church still commonly used 
in these various senses 7 

Yes, in all of them except the common sense, 
in which it is not used, because it is now exclu- 
sively applied to religious bodies. 

15. Can you give me an illustration of the 
use of this word in the first sense 7 
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We speak of the several churches in any town 
or city, and also, when there are more than one 
of the same denomination, (as for instance, the 
Presbyterian,) we speak of the first, second, or 
third Presbyterian Church. 

16. Can you give me on illustration of the 
use of this word, in the second sense ? 

We speak of the Presbyterian church in the 
United States of America — and so of other 
churches. 

17. Can you give me an illustration of the 
use of this word, in the third sense ? 

When the session of a church is assembled 
together, we say there is a meeting of the 
church; and when any member has been disci- 
plined, or received by that body, we say he has 
been disciplined or received by tliat church of 
which it is the session. 



SECTION IV. 
Of the Church CatiwUc, 

18.^ What other term is applied to the church 
of Christ, considered as a whole, besides the 
terms visible and invisible f 

The term catholic. 

19. What is the meaning of the word cathth 
lie 7 

The term cathdic means universal. 

20. Why is the church of Christ called catho* 
liCf or universal ? 

a4 



14 BCCL1SSIASTICAL 

Because it is not confined to one nation, as it 
was under the Jewish economy, but consists of 
all those in every part of the world who believe 
in Christ ; because its privileges are conferred 
equally upon ail classes of men ; and because it 
will yet embrace within it all nations and kin- 
dreds of the earth. 

1 Cor. zii, 1:2, 13. For as the body is one, and hath many 
members, and all the members of that one body, being many, 
are one body; so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all bap- 
tized into one body whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we 
be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 
Psa. ii, 8. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession. Rom. xv, 9-12. That the Gentiles mifhtflorify 
God for this mercy; as it is written, for this cause I will con- 
fess to thee among the Gentiles, and sin^ unto thy name. And 
again he saith. Rejoice ye Gentiles with the people. And 
again, praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and latid him, all ye 
people. And aeain £saias saith, there shall be a root of Jesse, 
and he that shdl rise to reign over the Gentiles; in him shall 
the Gentiles trust. 

21. What other sense was attached by the 
early fathers to the word catholic ? 

It was used by them as synonymous with the 
term orthodox, so that, in this view of it, the 
true church is to be sought by that true doc- 
trine, which is every where to be preached, and 
not by any vain pretensions to a visible organi- 
zation, whose branches are every where to be 
found. 

522. If as the catholic , visible church been per- 
petuated and preserved ? 

Yes ; there has always been a visible church 
catholic, which, though ever since the apostolic 
age, divided by place, forms, and names, may 
yet be considered as one body, holding the head^ 
and professing in substance the true religion. 
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23. In what sense, then, may thevisihk church 
he properly said to be universal ? 

Not as consisting of one society^ but as its 
various societies and churches are, and ought to 
be, modelled on the same principles : and also, 
as they enjoy common privileges — one Lord, one 
Spirit, one baptism. It is universal, therefore, 
not as it regards any one government of it on 
earth, but as it regards its one divine head, 
even Christ — who rules and guides it by his 
common word and Spirit. 



SECTION V. 

Of the Ufdty of the Church, 

24. What do you mean by the unity of the 
church of Christ 7 

By the unity of the church, I understand that 
as there is but one God and Saviour, so all who 
believe and obey the gospel, are equally adopted 
into the family of heavenr— equally enjoy all the 
promised blessings of salvation — are equally en- 
titled to the free use of all the means of grace-^ 
are baptized into one faith, and are called, jus- 
tified and ^sanctified through the same plan of 
gredeeming love and mercy. 

25. 7s it not further necessary to the unity of 
the church) that it should be under one earthly 
Mad? 

No ; there is no other head of the charch 
than the Lord Jesus Christ, whose house and 
family it is. 
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Eph. i, 28. Which is his body, the fulness of him thatfiUeth 
all in all. 

26. Is it not further necessary to the unity of 
the church universal^ thai it should he under the 
same forms and regulations 7 

It 18 only necessary that whatever forms and 
regulations are adopted by any church, they 
should be authorized by the word of God, and 
be not contrary to it. 

Rom. xiv, 19. Let us therefore follow after the things which 
malce for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. 
1 Cor. ziVy 14, 40. For if I pray in an unknown tongue, mv 

Spirit prayeth; but my understanding is unfruitful. Let all 
ings De done decently and in order. Gal. v, I. Stand fast 
therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, 
and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 

27. Is it not further necessary to the unity of 
the church f that it should y in all things, begov" 
erned by one and the same ecclesiastical authori- 
ty ? 

Certainly not ! for we read in Scripture of 
the church at Antioch, the church at Jerusalem, 
the church at Corinth, the church at Ephesus, 
the churches of Syria, the churches of Asia ; — 
and in primitive times, there was the eastern 
church, the western, the African, the British, 
and sa on, and these were all separate and 
distinct. 

28. In what then does the unity of the church 
essentially consist ? 

In the unity of faith, whereby all its members 
equally hold the same divine truths ; and in the 
unity of spirit, or that oneness which subsists 
between Christ, its Head, and all its members, 
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tad whereby the same spirit dwells in all, and 
works in all, the same christian graces. 

Eph. iv, 3, 13. Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit, 
in the bond of peace. Till we all come in the unity or the 
faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the Mature of the fulness of Christ. 
2 Cor. xi, 4. For he that cometh preacheih another Jesus, 
whom we have not preached, «r if ye receive another spirit 
which ye have not received, or another gospel which ye have 
not accepted, ve might well bear with bim. Jude 3. Beloved, 
when I j^ve aH diligence to write unto you of the common sal- 
vation, It was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort 
you, that ye should earaestly contend for the faith which was 
once delivered unto the saints. Gal. i, 8, 9. - fiut though we, 
or an angel from heaven, preach any olJier fospel unto you 
than that which we have preached unto you, let him be ac- 
cursed. As we said before, so say I now again. If any man 
i>reach any other gospel unto you (han that ye have received, 
et him be accurst. 1 Pet. v, 9. Whom resist steadfast in the 
faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in 
your brethren that are in the worid. Col. i, SS, 7, 23. To the 
saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse : 
Grace be unto yoUf a|id peace, from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear 
fellow-servant, who is for yoii a faithful minister of Christ. 
If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not 
moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have 
heard, and which was preached to every creature which is un- 
der heaven; whereof 1 Paul am made a minister. 



SECTION VI. 

Of 7Vu£ and False Ckurchu. 

29. Are we then to understand that all par^ 
ticular churches are equally churches of Christ f 

All particular churches which agree in hold- 
ing the truth as it is in Jesus, — which profess 
sound doctrine, — which maintain the preaching 
of the word, and administration of the sacra- 
ments — and which thus hold the truth in lore— 
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are justly distinguished by the name and author- 
ity, of true visible churches. Nevertheless, all 
churches are not true churches, but some are 
false. 

30. What do you mecai hy a true church ? 

'By a true church, or portion of the visible 
church, I mean a society whose confession of 
faith agrees with the doctrine of Jesus Christ 
and his apostles ; and which is governed solely 
by the laws laid down in the word of God, or 
drawn from it by plain and necessary inference. 

31. What then are the signs of a true 
church ? 

The signs of a true church are soundness of 
doctrine, a lawful and regular ministry, the 
prevalence of love among its members and 
towards all saints, and the due administration of 
gospel ordinances, including discipline. 

Eph. ii, 20. And are built upon the foundation of the apos- 
tles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief comer- 
stone. Acts ii, 42. And they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, 
and in prayers. Acts xiv, 38. And when the^^ had ordainea 
them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they 
eommended them to the Lord, on whom they believed. Matt, 
xxviii, 19. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. Acts xx, 7. And upon the first day of the week, 
when the disciples came together to break bread,Puil preached 
unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and eontmiied has 
speech until midnight. 

32. 7s not antiquity, as it regards its visibk 
form, one mark of a true church ? 

It is not, since judged by this standard, the 
Jewish would be the only true church: while 
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dither forms of religion also lay claims to greater 
antiquity than the christian. Besides, the signs 
of all true christian churches must be those laid 
down in the bible, and must therefore be as an- 
cient as Christianity itself. 

33. Is not universality in the extent of its 
fxuthority and government y the mark of a true 
church? 

Universality, in the sense of universal extent, 
is not a mark of a true church ; for no church 
is, or ever has been, in this sense universal^ and 
the assumption of any .such authority by any 
one church over all others, id antichristian 
usurpation. 

34. Is the possession of a char and uninter-' 
rupted personal succession in its ministers , from 
the time of the apostles^ the necessary mark of a 
true church ? 

Such a personal succession cannot be the 
mark of a true church, because it cannot be 
shown by any church on earth — because if it 
had been essential, such a succession would 
have been preserved, free from doubt or inter- 
ruption, — because it is no where laid down in 
the Scriptures — and because the Scriptures shew 
that even when an unquestioned succession did 
exist, God withdrew his presence and forsook 
the apostate church. 

Jer. vii, 4. Trust ye not in lying words, saying, the temple 
of the Lord, the temple of the Lord^ the temple of the Lord, 
aie these. JMal. ii, 1, 9. And now, O ye priests, this com- 
mandment is for you. Therefore have I also made you con- 
temptible and base before all the people, according as ye have 
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not kept my ways, bat have been partial in the Jaw.. llom..iji, 
6-8. Not as thoug^h the word of uod hath tak^a none effect. 
For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel : Neither, be- 
cause they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children : 
but in Isaac shall thy seed be called : That is, they which are 
the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God : but 
the children of the promise are counted for the seed. 

35. What then is the mark of a false church ? 

That is a false church, which, — however 
much it claims to possess the temple, the priest- 
hood, antiquity or succession — lays any other 
foundation than Christ the Son of God, main- 
tains doctrines contrary to Scripture, or which 
mutilates or corrupts the administration of di- 
vine ordinances. 

Rev. ii, 9. I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty 
(but thou art rich,) and 1 know the blasphemy of them which 
say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of 
Satan. 

36. May thaty then, be a christian church, 
which is not a true and pure church ? 

There are societies, which, though entitled 
to the name of churches of Christ, are by no 
means pure, either as it regards their doctrine 
or order, 

37. May there then be true christians within 
the bosom of false and apostate churches ? 

We are certainly taught, that within such 
churches there may be some who are true 
Christians, — who are therefore members of the 
invisible church — and who, with more or less 
publicity, bear testimony against their errors. 
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1 Kings zix, 18. Yet I have ]efl me seven thousand in 
Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal and 
every mouth which hath not kissed him. Isa. i, 9. Except the 
Lord of hosts had left unto' us a very small remnant, we should 
have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto .Go- 
morrah. Rom xi, 28. As concerning the gospel, they are ene- 
mies for your sakes : but as touching the election, they are 
beloved for the father's sake, &c. Isa. x, 20, 22. And it shall 
come to pass in that day, that the remnant of Israel, and such 
as arie escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again 
stay upon him that smote them, but shall stay upon the 
Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. For though thy 
people Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant of 
them shall return : the consumption decreed shall overflow with 
righteousness. • Ezek. ix, 4. And the Lord said unto him. Go 
through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem; 
and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and 
that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst 
thereof; ' 2 Pet. ii, 8. For that righteous man dwelling among 
them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul ^om day 
to day with their unlawful deeds. Psa. cxix, 53, 136. Horror 
hath taken hold upon me because of the wicked that forsake 
thy law. Rivers of watei^ run down mine eyes, because they 
keep not thy law. Rev. x^ii, 6, 14. And the woman fled into 
the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared oi God, that 
they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and three- 
score days. And to the woman were g^ven two wings of a 
great easle, that she might flv into the wilderness, into her 
place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a 
time, from the face of the serpent. Acts ix, 31. Then had the 
churches rest throughout all Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria, 
and were edifled 5 and walking in the fear of the Lord, ahd in 
the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied. • 



SECTION VII. . 

,Of the PerpetuUy and NeMssity of the Church, 

38. Are we then to believe in the perpetuity of 
the church of Christ ? 

Our Saviour has declared that the church is 
built upoQ a rock — that the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it — and that He will be with 
it always, even to the end of the world. 
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fliatt. zvi, 18. And I nay unto thee, that thou art Pester; and 
upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of h^^ 
shall not prevail against it. Matt, xxviii, 20. Teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you : and, 
lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of tne world. 
Amen. Isa. lix, 21. As for me, this is my covenant with theni, 
saith the Lord; my spirit that is upon thee, and my words 
which I have put into thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy 
mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor 6ut of the mouth 
of thy seed's seed, saHh the Lord, from henceforth and for ever. 
Acts ii. 47. Praising God, and naving favdr with all the peo- 
ple. And the Lord add^d to the church duly such as should < 
be saved. Titus il, 14. Who gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zelBilous of good works. See also 1 Pet. ii, 9, 
10. tsa. Ixi, 8, 9. ' Dan. ii, 14, 44. John xiv, 14, 16, 17. 1 
Thess.iv, ^8. Matt. xiU, 41-49. Eph. iv, 11-13. 

39. Does a fuU belief in the certain perpetU' 
Uy of the church of Christ, imply a belief in the 
perpetuity of any particular visible church? 

There is nothing in the word ^f God to war- 
rant a belief in the perpetuity or continued 
parity of any parti9ular visible church. On the 
contrary, we are there admonished th^t even 
apostolic churches haid fallen away, and would 
finally become. extinct — and that a very general 
corruption of the gospel, which had then com- 
menced, would be consummated, to the destruc- 
tion of many souls. 

Rev. ii, 5, 16, 24. Remember therefore from whence thou 
art fallen; and repent, and do thy first works; or else I will 
come unto thee qwckly, and will remove thy candlestick out 
of his place, except thou repent. Repent; or else I will come 
unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of 
my mouth. But unto you 1 say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, 
as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known 
the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none 
other burden. 

Rev. iii, 3, 4, 15, 16. Remember therefore how thou hast 
received and heard: and hold fast, and repent. If therefore 
thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thiefl and thou 
shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee. Thou hast a 
few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their gar- 
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nents; aad they shaH walk with me in white : for they are 
worthy. I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot : 
I would thou w^t €old or hot. So then, because thou art luke- 
warm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my 
mouth. Rev. xviii, 2. And he cried mightily with a strong 
voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is lallen, and is be- 
come the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, 
and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 2 Thess. ii, 11, 
12. Andfor this cause God shall send them strong delusion, 
that they should believe a liej that they all mi^ht be damned 
who believed not the truth, but had pleasure m unrighteous- 
ness. 1 Tim. iv, 1, 6. Now the Spirit speaketh expressly that 
in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed 
to seducing spirits, and doctrines qf devils. If thou put the 
brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good 
minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up m the words of faith and 
of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained. 2 Tim. iii, 1$. 
But evil men, and seducers, shall wax worse and worse, de- 
ceiving, and being deceived. 2 Pet. iii, 1,3. This second 
epistle, beloved, I uow write unto you; in both which I stir up 
your pure minds by way of remembrance^ knowing this first, 
that tnere shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after 
their own lusts. Rev. xvii, 10. And there are seven kings : 
five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come} and 
when he cometh, he must continue a short space, Slc. Acts 
XX, 30. Also of your own jselves shall men arise, speaking 
f)erverse things, to draw away disciples after them. 1 John 
li, 19. They went out from us, but they were not of us: 
for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued 
with us^ but they went out, that they might be made manifest 
that they were not all of us. 2 John 7. For many deceivers 
are entered into the world, who confe.<iS not that Jesus Christ 
is come in the fiesh. This is a deceiver, and an antichrist. 
Jude 18. How that they told you,'lhere should be mockers in 
the last time, who should walk after their own unffodl;^ lusts, 
ftom. xi, 18, 22. Boast not against the branches : but if thou 
boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. Behold, 
therefore, the goodness and severity of God; on them which 
fell, severity : but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in 
his goodness : otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.^ See also 1 
John ii, 1, 4. / 

40. Is a connexion toith any visible church, 
sufficient to secure the salvation of the soul ? 

Oa the oontrary, our connexion with a false 
church may lead to the damnation of the soul^ 
by involving it in the guilt of its heresies and 
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abominations. Neither is salvation to be se- 
cured in any other way than by believing in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, as the only propitiation for 
sins. 

2 Thess. ii, 11, 12. And for this cause, God shall send them 
strong delusion, that they should believe a lie : That they all 
might be damned who believe not the truth, but had pleasure 
in unrighteousness. 2 Pet. ii, 1-3. fiut there were false pro- 
phets also among the people, even as there shall be false 
teachers amoner you, who privilv shall bring in damnable 
l»eresies, even denying the Lord t&at bought them, and bring 
upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow 
their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth 
shall be evil spoken of. And through covetousness shall they 
with feigned words make merchandize of you^ whose judg- 
ment now ofalonf time lingereth not, and their damnation 
slumbereth not. Matt, xxiv, 6, 11, 24. For many shall come 
in my name, saying, I am Christj and shall deceive many. 
And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 
For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and • 
shsJl shew ^reat signs and wonders^ insomuch, tnat, (if it were 
possible,) Oiey shall deceive the very elect. 1 Tim. iv, 1. 
Now the Spirit speaketh expressly that m the latter times some 
shall depart from the faitl^, giving heed to seducing spirits, and 
doctrines of devils. Acts vii, 42. Then God turned, and 

Save them up to worship the host of heaven^ as it is written in 
le book of the prophets, O ve house of Israel, have ye offered 
to me slain beasts and sacrifices, by the space of forty years 
in the wilderness ? 1 Cor. xi, 19. For there must be also 
heresies among you, that they which are approved^ may be 
made manifest ambng you. 2 Tim. iii, 1, Id. This know, 
also, that in the last days, perilous times shall come. And 
that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which 
are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith, which 
is in Christ Jesus. Rom. ii, 25, 29. For circumcision verily 

{>rofiteth, if thou keep the law : but if thou be a breaker of the 
aw, thv circumcision is made uncircumcision. But he is a 
Jew^ wnich is one inwardlj^'3 and circumcisi6n is that of the 
heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter} whose praise is not of 
men, but of God. Gal. v, 6. For in,Jesus Christ neither cir- 
cumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision} but faith, 
which worketh by love. See also John iii. 

41. What then are we to understand hy the 
doctrine^ that out of the church there is no ordi" 
nary possibility of salvation f 
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By this doctrine we are to URderstand — ^that 
faith, and consequently salvation, are ordinarily 
bestowed by God through the instrumentality of 
his ministers, and that it is only in this way 
men are ordinarily introduced into the invisible 
church, ojjt of which there is no salvation. But 
we are not so to understand this language, as to 
teach that no salvation can be obtained out of 
any particular visible church, by whatever name 
it may be called, — neither is any such claim on 
the part of any church, to be regarded otherwise 
than impious and vain. 

Col. i, 18. And he is the head of the body, the church; who 
18 the begiDoing, the first born from the dead; that in all things 
lie might have the pre-eminence. .£ph. v, 23. For the hus- 
band 18 the head or the wife, even as Christ is the head of the 
ciiurcb; and he is the Saviour of the body. Rom. x, 14, 15. 
How then shall they call on him in whom they have not be- 
lieved ? and how shall they believe in him of wnom they have 
sot heard? and how shall tbey hear without a preacher? 
And how shall they preach, except they be sent ? as it is 
written, how beautitul are the feet of them that preach the 
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of eood things. 1 Cor. 
zii, 29. Are all apostles ? are all prophets! are all teachers ? 
are all workers of miracles ? 1 Cor. v, 12, 13. For what have 
I to do to judge them also that are without ? do not ye judm 
them that are within ? But them that are without God judgeUi. 
Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked per- 
son. Acts ii, 47. Fraisinf God, and having favor with all 
the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as 
should oe saved. Rev. iii, 7. And to the angel of the church 
in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he 
that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, 
and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth: 
Rev. i, 18. 1 am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, i 
am alive for everniore, Amen; and have the keys of hell, and 
of death. Rom. v, 1, 2,8. Therefore, being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ : by 
whom also we have access by faith into this ^race wherein we 
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. But God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. Numb, zxiii, 8. How shall I curse, 
whom God hath not cursed? Or how shall I defy, whom the - 
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Lord hath not d^edt Gen. zii, 3. And I will bless them tbat 
bless thee, and curse him that curseth theej and in thee shaU 
all families of the earth be blessed. 

42. May we evpect to find any church cm 
earth perfectly free from error f 

The purest churches under hearen, are sub- 
ject both to mixture and error, and therefore we 
must not expect in them absolute perfection. 

1 Cor. xiii, 12. For now we see through a glass, darkly; but 
tb^ face to faee: now I know in part: but then shall I know 
even as also I am known. Matt, xiii, 21, 47. Another parable 

{>ut be forth unto them, sajring, The kin^^om of heaven U 
ikened unto a man that sowed good seed m his field. Again: 
The kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into 
the sea, and gathered of every kind.-^^See suso Rev. ii, and iii. 

43. Is it then a matter of indifference to what 
church tee belong? 

No.; it is oor solemn duty to understand the 
character and signs of a true church of Christ — 
and to adhere to that church which is found 
most consonant to the scriptures, in its doctrines^ 
its ordinances, and its constitution. 

Matt. V, 19. Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these 
least commandments, ana shall teach men so, he shall be 
called the least in the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall 
do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the king> 
dom of heaven. 1 John iv, 1. Beloved, believe not every 
spirit, bat try the spirits whether they are of Godj because 
many false prophets are rone out into the world. TbeA. v, 
21. ProVe ali tnings: hold fast that which is good. 
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SECTION TIU. 

Of iht duiy of thedifferad churches: tjand of &e ekurch miU' 

tant and triumphemt. 

44. In view of this UaJnUty to err, what is 
the duty of each church ? 

It is the duty of every denomitiation or churchy 
to reform abuses where they may exist — io en- 
deavor after full conformity to the plan of church 
order appointed by Christ — to contend earnestly 
for the faith once delivered to the saints — an^ to 
exercise strict discipline over all offenders, ac-» 
cording to the spiritual laws of Christ's king- 
dom. 

Rev. ii, 14, 15. Bat I have a few things against thee, be- 
cause thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, 
who taught Balak to cast a stumbling block before the chil- 
dren of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to com* 
mit fbmication. So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine 
of the Nicoladtanes, which thing I hate. 

45. Wh(d further is the duty of the members 
of each particular church, towards those of every 
other denomination ? 

It is their duty to pray for them — to exercise 
charity towards them — ^to live peaceably with 
them — ^to remember, that to their own master 
they must give account — while rejoicing in the 
truth, to hold it in love — and, as far as no sanc- 
tion is given to error in doctrine or practice, to 
co-operate nvith them in every good word and 
work. 

Psa. cxzii, 6. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: ihey shall 
prosper that love thee. Jude 3. Beloved, when I give ail 

b2 
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diliffence to yrite unto you, of the common salvation; it was 
neeaful for me to write unto^ou, and exhort you. that ye should 
earnestly contend for the failh which was once aelivered unto 
the saints. Rom. xiv, 4. Who art thou that jud^est another 
man's servaat? to his own master he standeth or falleth: yea, 
* he shall be holden up; for God is able to make him stand. 
Rom. xii, 18. If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live 

riaceably with all men. 1 Cor. ix,'22. To the weak became 
as weak, that I migiit gain Ihe weak: I am mad<^ all thin^ns 
to all men, that I might by all means save some. Gal. vi, 10. 
As we have therefore opportunity, let us do rood unto all 
men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith, 
&c. See also 1 Cor. xiii. 

46. What further division of the churchy does 
this consideration of its present division lead you 
to mention ? 

The church is further divided into the church 
militant, and the church triumphant. 

47. What is meant hy the church militant 1 

By the church militant, is meant the whole 
body of true believers in this present evil world; 
who are called, and required of God, to contend 
with many internal and external sufferings, ad- 
Tersities* persecutions, heresies and temptations. 

% Tim. iv, 7. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faitn. 

46. WhpJt is meant by the church triumphant ? 

By the church triumphant, is meant the whole 
number of the elect, the church of the first born, 
whose names are written in heaven ; as they are 
freed from all these temptations and trials, — are 
admitted to the most perfect rest and blessed- 
ness, — and are gathered together into one glo- 
rious church, under Christ their head. 

Eph. i, 10, 22, 23. That iin the dispensation of the fulness 
of times he might gather togedier ill one all things in Christ, 
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both which are in heaven, and which are on earth, even in 
him. And hath put all thin^ under his feet, and gave him to 
be the head over all things m the church. Which is his body, 
the fulness of him that filleth all in all. Heb. xii, 22-24. But 
je are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company 
of angels, to the general assembly and church of the first-oom, 
which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and 
to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the medi- 
ator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 
speaketh better things* than that of Abel. See also Rev. zxi 
«^and xjcii. 

49. Should not the hope of this blessed state, 
shed abroad, in all true christian minds, the spirit 
of kindness afid brotherly love ? 

Yes — however differing as to their modes of 
thinkings their particular opinions and forms, and 
however divided into particular communions; all 
real christians, who hold the head» ought to re- 
gard themselves as constituting but one church, 
and so to live together in unity of spirit, and in 
the bonds of peace, looking for the blessed hope 
and the glorious appearing of their common God 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

John ziii, 34. A new commandment I give onto you, That 
ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love 
one another. Titus iii, 5-^. For we ourselves also were some- 
times foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving; divers lusts and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and bating one 
another. But afler that the kindness and love of God our 
Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to bis mercy he saved us, 
bv the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost. 
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CHAPTER IL 



GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH. 



SECTIOH I. 



Of church government in general. 

60. What is meant hy government t 

Government, in its general meaning, signifies 
direction, regulation, or control. In reference 
to any particular state or nation, . gpvernment 
signifies that system of fundamental rules and 
principles to which it is subject. 

51. Js the christian church entirely distinct 
from civil society 7 

Y^s, the christian church is entirely separate 
and distinct from civil society, in its nature, ob- 
jects, and ends ; being spiritual in its nature ; 
having reference to the souls of men as its ob- 
ject ; and being designed to fit and prepare men 
for a blessed immortality, as its end. • 

John xviii, 36. Jesus ansiyered, My kingdom is not of this 
world. If my kingdom were of this world, then would my 
servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews : but 
now is mV kingdom not from hence. See also Luke xii, 14w 
John vi, 15, and viii, 16r Rom. «v, 17. Col. i, 13. 
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52. Has the christium church, in its visible 
Jbrm, any system of government different from 
that of the civil governments under which its 
members may live ? 

Yes, the christian church being a spiritual 
kingdom, whose only King, Head, and GoTernor 
is the Lord Jesus Christ, has a system of laws 
enjoined by Him, and by which alone it is, and 
of right, ought to be, governed. 

Isa. iz, 6. For unto os a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
and the government shall be upon his shoulden and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mijghtv God, th* 
everlastioff Father, the Prince of Peace. Col. i, lu. And he 
is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 
first bom from the dead, that in all things he mignt have the 
pre-eminence. Eph. i, 22. And hath put all things under his 
feet, and g^ave him to be the head over all things to the church. 
Matt, zxiii, 8-10. But be not ye called Rabbi; for one is your 
Master, even Christ, and all ve are brethren. And cafl no 
man your father upon the eartn; for one is your Father^ which 
is in neaven. Neither be ye called masters; for one is your 
Master, even Chiist. John xviii, 36. Jesus answered, Mv 
kingdom is not of this world. If mv kingdom were of this 
wond,'then would mv servants fight, that 1 should not be de- 
livered to Ae Jews; out now is my kingdom not from hence. 

53. Where is this system of laws to be 
found ? 

In the word of God — ^the only infallible rule 
of christian faith and practice. 

Isa. viii, 20. To the law and to the testimony: if they speak 
not according to this word, it is because there is no light in 
them. Rev. xxii, 18. For I testify unto every man that 
heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, if any man 
«hall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plague* 
mrhich are in this book. Heb. viii, 5. Who serve unto the 
example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was ad- 
moni^ed of God when be was about to make the tabernacle: 
for, see, (saith he) that thou make all things according to the 
pattern toewed to thee in the mount. 
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64. Why is such a farm of government neces* 
sary to the church 7 

Because the christian church is^ a society, and 
no society can exist without laws and order, — 
and because the church, having no civil pow^r, 
authority or interference, requires a spiritual 
authority sufficient to preserve order, censure 
the disobedient, expel the rebellious, and to en- 
courage and sustain the pious. 

Heb. xiii, 17. Obey them that have the rule over you, imd 
submit yourselves : for they watch for your souls, as they that 
must give account; that they may do it with joy, and not with 
grief : for that is unprofitable for you. 

Isa. xzxiii, 20, 23. Look upon Zion, the city of our solem- 
nities; thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a 
tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one of the stakes 
thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the cord» 
thereof be broken: for the Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our 
Lawgiver, th^ Lord is our King; he will save us. 

65. What is meant hy the divine right of 
church government 7 

By the divine right of church government, we 
are taught, that it is sanctioned by divine appro- 
bation, established by divine acts, and enforced 
by divine precepts. 

66. Have different forms of church govern'^ 
ment been adopted by different churches of pro^ 
fesHng christians 7 

Yes, there have been several different forms 
of church government adopted by different de- 
nominations of professing christians. 
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SECTION Ilr 

Of the Presbyterian form of church government. 

57. What form of church government do you 
believe to he most ctgreeable to the word of God, 
and therefore to be most properly entitled to the 
claim of divine right ? 

That plan of church goTernment which is de- 
nomiQated Presbyterianism. 

58. What is the origin of-tMe word Presbyte* 
rianism ? 

The word is taken from scripture, in which 
the officers of the church are called Presbyters 
or Elders. 

Acts ziv, 23. And when they had ordained then elders (i. e. 
presbyters) in every church, and had prayed with fastmff, 
they commended them to the Lord^^n whom they believed. 
1 Tim. iv, 14. Neglect not the gift tnat is in thee, which was 
given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the • 
presbytery. • 

59. Were there in the times of the apostles, 
churches which- were called by different names, 
and which yet claimed to be the true churches of 
Christ, such as the Episcopalian church, the Ro^ 
man Catholic church, S^c,7 

No, we read of no such names in scripture ? 

60. J3y what name then, were believers on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, at that time called ? ' 

They were at first called disciples, and after- 
wards christians, while their churches were 
denominated after the place in which they were 
located. 
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61. When were these various names hy which 
the church is now distinguished ^ introduced ? 

They were introduced at various times, as 
different opinions arose on the subjects to which 
these names refer. 

62. Why was the term Presbyterian applied 
to those by whom it is now received ? 

When ^ those scriptural principles, by which 
the equality of ministers, and the government of 
the church by Presbyters, were . subverted and 
denied; this name was adopted to hold forth the 
attachment of those who embraced it, to that 
form of church government, and to those doc- 
trines, which are sanctioned by scripture, in 
opposition to those forms and doctrines which 
were founded on human authority, and which 
had usurped their place. 

63. Do PresbytSrians acknowkdge any man 
to be their head or founder, by whose name they 
are called? 

No, they call no man master on earth ; neither 
do they acknowledge any other foundation for 
their system of .faith and government, than the 
word of God. 

64. What are the essential principles of the 
Presbyterian form of church government ? 

The supreme headship of Jesus Christ, — the 
official equality of its ministers, — the office of 
ruling elders, — the election of the officers of 
particular churches by church members, and 
the ministerial and subordinate authority of its 
courts and rulers. 
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65. What is further essential to the constitU" 
tion of the Presbyterian church ? 

It is essential to the constitution of the Pres- 
byterian church that all her pastors be equal in 
authority; that the government and discipline in 
each particular church )}e conducted by a bench 
of presbyters or elders, and not by all the com- 
municants ; and that all the several churches be 
bound together under the authority of presbyte- 
ries, and other courts of review and control, as 
circumstances may render expedient and neces- 
sary. 

66. Is it then necessary , in order to consti' 
tute any particular church Presbyterian, that it 
should be informal connexion with a presbytery f 

It has certainly been the unvarying doctrine 
of the Presbyterian church, founded on the word 
0^ God, that all particular churches should be 
united together, under one presbyterial govern- 
ment ; and that any church, therefore, which 
remains in a state of isolated independency, or 
goes back to that condition, cannot be considered 
as truly a Presbyterian church. 

6*7. What do you mean by the supreme head- 
ship of the Lord Jesus Christ ? 

By the supreme headship of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, I mean that under Him, the whole num- 
ber of the elect shall be collected into one house 
and family of God ; that He has given to this 
catholic visible church, the ministry and ordi- 
nances, for the gathering and perfecting of 
the saints in this life, to the end of the world; 
that he doth, by his own presence and spirit. 
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according to his promise, make them effectual 
thereunto ; and that farther, besides the Lord 
Jesus Christ there is no other head of the 
church having authority to legislate for it, or 
to frame laws and institute officers, binding on 
the consciences of men. 

Psa. ii, 6. Tet have I set m^ King upon my holy hill of 
Zion. Matt, xxviii, 20. Teaching trom to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you : and, lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 1 Pet. v, 3. 
Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but beinff ensam- 
ples to the flock. See also Matt, zxvii, 22. Col. i, to. Eph. 
i;22r Matt, uiu; &-10. 2Thes8.!^4. Eph. iv, 11-23. 



CHAPTER m. 



OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH 



SECTION I. 

Of the extraordinary officers of the dutreh'^the aposAetf 

evangelists, and pro^iets* 

68. How many hinds of affic&ieatets did 
Christ appoint in his church ? 

Two kinds^ extraordinary and ordinary offi- 
cers. 

Eph. iv> 11. And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets I and some, evangelists 5 and some, pastors and 
teachers. 

69. What do you mean hy extraordinary offi* 
cers of the church 1 

The extraordinary officers of the church, were 
persons endowed with supernatural gifls and ex- 
traordinary authority; of which kind were apos- 
tleSy evangelists and prophets. 

70. jFbr whait purpose were they appointed ? 

Christianity, requiring a series of miracles to 
attest its divine origin, and inspiration to reveal 
all necessary truths these officers were appointed 
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to make knowii authoritatively, the will of Christ; 
settle the constitution of the church; and commit 
the administration of it to ordinary and perma- 
nent officers. 

Titus i, V. For this cause lefl I thee in Crete, that thou 
sfaouldst set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain 
elder^ in every city, as I haa appointed thee. 2Tim. ii, 2. 
And the things that thou hast heard of me amonff many wit- 
nesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, ymo shall be 
able to teach others also. 

71. Had they any successors in their char- 
'deter and duties, as extraordinary officers. 

None that we read of in the word of God ; 
neither are we there to]4» that any should suc- 
ceed them as apostles, evangelists, or prophets. 

Acts xiv, 23. And when they had ordained them , elders in 
every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended 
them to the Lord, on whom they believed. 

72. What was necessary to constitute an 
cgfostle 1 

It was necessary, that the apostles should 
have personally seen the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
should have obtained their commission imme- 
diately from Christ ; should be endowed with 
the gifl of working miracles ; should be able to 
communicate miraculous powers to others ; and 
possess authority over all the churches in every 
part of the world. 

1 Pet. v, 1. The elders which are amon^ you, I exhort, who 
am also an elder, and a witness of the sufrenngs of Christ, and 
also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed. 1 Cor. ix, 
1. Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus 
Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord? Acts xix, 
6. And iftiien Paul laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost 
came on them ; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. 
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1 Cor. vii. 17. But as God hath distributed to every man, a« 
the Lord nath called every oike, so let him walk : and so or- 
dain I in all churches. 

73. Who were evangelists ? 

Evangelists Were extraordinary officers, suited 
to the infant state of the church, who were com- 
missioned to travel under the direction and con- 
trol of the apostles, that they might ordain min- 
isters and settle congregations, according to the 
system laid down by Christ and his apostles.* 

Acts xxi, 8. And the next day we that were of Paul's com- 
pany departed, and came unto Cesarea; and we entered into 
the house of Philip the evangelist, (which was one of the 
seven,) and abode with him. 

74. Who were prophets ? 

They were persons, who, under the direction 
and extraordinary influence of the Holy Ghost, 
explained the scripture, enforced its doctrines, 
publicly addressed the church, and foretold 
events, t 

* " The work of an Evanffelist/' says Eusebius, " was this— 
to lay the foundations of the faith in barbarous nations 3 to 
constitute their pastors— and having- committed to them the 
cultivating those new plantations, they passed on to other 
countries and nations.' ** Such were evangelists,'' says Stfll- 
ingfleet, '^ who were sent, sometimes into this country to put 
the churches in order there, sometimes into another, out 
wherever they were, they acted as evangelists, and not aa fixed 
ministers." , 

t In their ordinary character, the prophets were presbyters, 
as appears from Acts xiii, l-*5; and as is fully admitted by 
Archbishop Potter in his work on the Church. (See pp. 101- 
103, &c.) So also, in their ordinary character as ministers of 
Christ, the apostles expressly denominate themselves presby- 
ters. (See 2 John 1. 3 John 1. 1 Pet. v, 1. Acts vii, 10. 
Fhilem. viii, 9. Acts vii, 58, &c.,) And by every means they 
identify themselves with such; while Timothy, an evangelist, 
was, as we are expressly taus^ht, ordained by the hands of a 
Presbytery.— See Tim. iv, li, and Potter, do. 107. 
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1 Cor. ziv. 1, S, 4. Follow aAer charitjr. and deiire spintiial 
gifts^ but ratiier tbat ye may prophesy. But he that pro|diesi- 
eth, speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and 
comfort. He that speaketh in an unknown tonfue edifieth 
himself 3 but he that prophesieth, edifieth the church. 

75. Were these extrcbordinary officers of the 
church exclusively occupied in the discharge of 
their extraordinary functions 1 

No, they probably took an active part in the 
government of the church ; while they certainly 
engaged in the ordinary duties of the ministry. 

See Acts x, 44, 47. Acts xv, 6, 22. Acts xxi, 17, 18, and 
Acts vi. 

76. In what senscy then, are the present mtnts- 
ters of the gospel, successors to these extraordin^ 
ary officers of the apostolic churches? 

In ' their extraordinary character and func- 
tions, they can have no successors; but in their 
ordinary character, all ministers of the gospel, 
regularly called, who maintain the doctrine of 
the apostles and prophets, are their true and 
valid successors. , 

1 Cor. xii, 28, 29. And God hath set some in the church, 
fint apostles, secondahly prophets, thirdly teachers; after that 
miracles, then gifts of healmgs, helps, governments, diversities 
of tongues, ^e all ajposUes? are all prophets? are all teach- 
ers? are all workers or miracles? 1 Cor. xiii, 8. Charitv never 
faileth : but whether there be prophecies they shail fail $ 
whether there be tongues, it shall cease; whether there be 
knowledge, it shall vanish away. Rev. ii, 2. I know thy 
works, and thy labor, and thy patience, and how thou 
canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried 
them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found 
them liars. Titus i, 5. For this cause left I thee in Crete, that 
thou shiHildst set in order the things that are wanting, and 
ordain eiders in every city, as I had appointed thee. Acts ii, 
42. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine 
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and m prayers. See 
also Eph. iv, U, 12. Rom. xu, 7, 8. 1 Tim. iii, S. 
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aECTfON IIw 

O/Ae ordinary and'perpetual pfficers of the churthr'-andjirgt 

the Presbyter or Bishop. 

77. Who are the ordinary officers of the 
christian church T 

Presbytersy or elders^ and deaconsr 

Phil, i, 1. Paul ^nd TimotheuS; the servants of Jesus Christ, 
to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the 
bishops and deacons. . Acts xx, 17. And from Miletus he sent 
to £phe8us, and called the elders of the church. 

78. Is there any distinction amongst those 
who are called in scripture presbyters , or eh 
ders? 

Yes, elders are divided inta the teaching 
elders or pastors; and the ruling elders or helps. 

1 Tim. V, 17. ]Let the elders that rule well be counted wor* 
thy of doable honor| e«>ecially they who labor in the word and 
doctrine. 1 Cor. xii, Z8. And Uod hath set some in the 
church: first^ apostles; secondarily, prophets^ thirdly, teachers; 
zSiet tnat mu;acles; tnen giAs of healings, helps, governments^ 
diyersities of tongues. 

79* What warrant is there for regarding the 
teaching elder, pastor, or bishop, as an ordi" 
nary and permanent officer in the church? 

Sach officers were settled by apostolic author- 
ity, in every church as its stated ministry — they 
are of God's appointment — they are the fruit of 
Christ's exaltation — and they are called by the 
Holy Ghost, that they may feed the Church of 
God on earth. 
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Acts xiv, S3. And when they had ordained them elden im 
every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended 
them to the Lord, on whom they believed, xitus i, 6. For 
this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldst set in order 
the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as 
I had appointed thee. 1 Cor. xii, 28. And God bath set some ia 
the church;' first, apostles; secondarily, prophets; thirdly, 
teachers; aller that miracles; then ffUU of healings, helps,, gov- 
ernments, diversities of tongues, jBph. iv, 11. And he gave 
some apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists: and 
some, pastors and teachers. Acts xx, 28. Take heed there- 
fore unto yourselves, and to all the flock over the which the 
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of 
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 

80. What are the duties of the pastor ? 

It is the duty of the pastor, to preach the gos- 
pel, and to explain, and enforce the scriptures — to 
conduct the different parts of public worship, — 
to dispense the ordinances of baptism and the 
Lord's Supper — to administer church discipline 
— to oversee the religious state of persons and 
families — and thus to rule in the church accord- 
ing to the laws of Christ. 

2 Tim. iv,S. For the time will come, when they will not en* 
dure sound doctrine: but afler their own lusts shall ihe^ heap 
to themselves teacners, having itching ears. Acts xiii, lo. 
And afler the reading of the law and the prophets, the rulers 
of the synagogue sent unto them, saying, Ye men and brethren, 
if ye have any word of exhortation for the people, say on. 1 
Cor. z, 16. The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the 
communion of the blood of Christ ? The bread which we 
break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ ? 1 Tim. 
V, 20. Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may 
fear. Acts xx, 28. Take heed, therefore, unto vourselves, and 
to all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost bath mdde you 
overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood. 1 Tim. v, 17. Let the elders that rule 
weU be counted worthy of double honor, especially they who 
labor in the word and doctrine. 

81* What different names has the person wha^ 
Jilh this office, obtained In scripture ? 
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7he person who fills this office, has, in scrip- 
ture, obtained different names, expressive of his 
various duties. As he has the oversight of the 
flock of Christ, he is termed "bishop." As he 
feeds them with spiritual food, he is called " pas- 
tor.'' As he serves Christ in his church, he is 
styled "minister." As it is his duty to be grave 
and prudent, and an example to the flock, and to 
govern well in the house and kingdom of Christ, 
he is termed "presbyter, or elder." As he is 
the messenger of God, he is denominated "the 
angel of the church." As he is sent to declare 
the will of God to sinners, and to beseech them 
to be reconciled to God, through Christ, he is 
named, "ambassador." And, as he dispenses 
the manifol4 grace of God, and the ordinances 
instituted by Christ, he is termed "steward of 
the mysteries of God." ^ 

Acts XX, 28. Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves, and to 
b]I the flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood. Jer. iii, 13. Only acknowledge thine 
iniauity, that thou hast transgressed digainst the Lord uy (xod, 
ana hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under every green 
tree, andye have not obeyed my voice, saith the Lord. 1 Pet. 
V, 1-4. The eldersjvhich are amon^ you I exhort, who am also 
an elder, and a witness of the sufierings of Christ, and also a 
partaker of the glory that shall be revealed. Feed'the flock 
of God, Which is among yoit, taking the oversight thereof, not 
bj^ constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind. Neither as being lords over God^s heritage, but being 
ensamples to the flock: and when the chief Shepherd shall ap- 
pear, ^e shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 
xlev. li, 1. Unto the angel of the church of Ephesud write; 
These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his rie4it 
hand, who walkest in the midst of the seven golden candle- 
sticks. 2 Cor. V, 20. Now then, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in 
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. Luke xii, 42. And 
the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, 
whom his lord shafl make ruler over his household, to giv^ 
them their portion of meat in due season. 
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83. Are these names expressive of different 
gradations of ecclesiastical authority 7 

No, they are indiscriTDinately applied in 
scripture to the same officers; so that among the 
ministers of the gospel there is no other superi- 
ority to be allowed, than such as arises from the 
influence of age, piety, learning, zeal, or official 
station. 

Matt. xKy 26. 3at it sball not be so among^ you: but whoso- 
ever will be great among yoU; let him be year minister. 1 
Tim. V, 17. Let the elders that rule well be counted wortl^ of 
double honor, especially they who labor in H^ word and doc* 
tiine. 



* SECTION HI. 

Ofihe idevHUtf of Biahopt emd PreshfUrs, 

83. What title of the christian pastor has 
been supposed to refer to a superior office ifi the 
church 7 

The title of bishop. 

84. What is the literal meaning of the word 
bishop 7 

Th^ word («w«n«wrof, episcopos^) translated bish- 
op, signifies an overseer. 

Acts zx, 28. Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves, and to 
all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
ofcersttrtf to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood. 

85. Are all presbyters called bishops in scrip- 
ture 7 

Yes ; or they are calUd presbyters and bishops 
indiscriminately. ^ 
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Acts XX, 17, 28. And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and 
called the elders of the church. Take heed, therefore, unto 
Yourselves, and to. all the floc^L over the which the Hoi v Ghost 
bath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he 
hath purchased with his own blood. Phil, i, 1. Paul and 
Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in 
Christ Jesus which are at Philippic with the bishops and dea- 
cons. Titus i, 5-7. For this cause lefl I thee in Crete, that 
thoa shouldst set in order the things that ajre wanting, and or- 
dain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee. If any be 
blameless, the husband of one wife, naving faithful children, 
not accused of rioL or unruly: for a bishop must be blameless, 
as the steward of God: aot self-willed, not soon aagry, not 

fiven to wine, no striker, not given to nlthy lucre. 1 Pet. v, 
, 2. The elders which are among you I exhort, who am als* 
an elder, and a witness of the sufienngs of Christ, and also a 
partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: feed the floek of 
God, which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by 
constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind. 1 Tim. iii, 1-7. This is a true saying. If a man desire 
the ofiBce of a bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop 
then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, so- 
ber, of good behavior, given to hospitality, apt to teach; not 
given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient; 
not a brawler, not covetous; one that ruleth well his own 
house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; (for 
if a man know not how to rule his own house, now snail he 
take care of the church of God?) Not a novice, lest, being 
lifted up with pride, he fall into the condemnation of the devil. 
Moreover, he must have a good report of them which are with- 
out, lest he fall into reproach, and the snare of the devil. 1 
Tim. v, 17-19. Let tne elders that rule well be counted wor- 
thy of double honor, especially they who labor in the word and 
doctrine. For the scripture saith. Thou shalt not muzzle the 
ox that treadeth out the com: and. The laborer is worthy of his 
reward. Against an elder receive not an accusation, but be- 
fore two or three witnesses. See also Acte xv, 2. 4, 6, 22, 23. 
1 Cor. xii, 28-^. Eph.iv,ll. 

86. Is not the pastoral office the first in the 
churchy both for dignity and usefulness ? 

Yes, teaching is more honorable, and more 
important than mere ruling, which is the office 
ascribed to prelatic bishops; and therefore a 
ruler, or prelate, cannot be superior to a teacher 
or pastor. 

c2 
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1 Tim. V, 17. Let the elders that rule well be counted wor- 
thy of double honor, especially they who labor in the word and 
doctrine. 1 Cor. xii, 28. And Grod hath set some in the 
church; first, apostles; secondarily, prophets; thirdly, teachers} 
after that miracles; then gifts of healings, helps, governments, 
diversities of tongues. 

87. Is there more than one final commission 
from which christian ministers derive their office 
and authority ? 

No,' all pastors derive their office and author- 
ity from Christ by the same'bominission; in the 
sarnie words; and for the same offices; and there-* 
fore, the same official authority must belong to 
all. 

Mark zvi, 15. And he said unto them, go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to evety creature. 

88. May it not be said, that while all bishops 
are presbyters, all teaching presbyters are not 
Mshops ? 

As all bishops are presbyters, so is the title 

t>f bishop, which signifies, an overseer of the 

flock, applicable to all presbyters who have the 

' oversight of some particular charge, and who are 

therefore true scripture bishops.* 

89. Were Timothy and Titus prelatical 
hisTiops ? 



* The term, however, is also applicable to one who has 
'filled this station when transferred by the authority of the 
church, and under its sanction, to some other field of useful- 
ness; and in a general sense, to all ordained ministers of the 
;gospel. 
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They were not prelatical bishops; nor do they 
appear to have had any fixed pastonU charges. 
They were evangelists.* 

2 Tim. iv, 5-10. But watch thou in all thiugs, endure afflic- 
tions, do the work of an evangelist, make lull proof of thy 
ministry. For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of 
m^ departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, 1 have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith: ffenceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which tl^e Lord, the 
righteous Judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me 
only, but unto all them also that love Jiis appearing. Do thy 
diligence to come shortly unto me: For Demas hath forsaken 
me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto 
Thessalonica; Crescens to GaJatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. 2 
Cor. viii, 23. Whether any do inquire of Titus, he is my part- 
ner and fellow-helper concerning you: or our brethren be in- 
quired of, they are the messengers of the churches, and the 
glory of Christ. 2 Cor. xii, 18. 1 desired Titus, and with him 
I sent a brother: did Titus make a gain of you ? walked we 
not in the same spirit? walk we not in the same steps t See 
question 54. 



SECTION IV. 

O/the term Angel, aa used in reference to the church, 

90. What other term in scripture hcts heem 
supposed to refer to an t^ce in the apostolic 
church, superior to the ordinary bishops or pres* 
hyters 7 

The term, Angel of the church. 

91. Where is this term used! 

- - • '   -  I 

* ** Now of this matter, (whether Hmothy and "Htos were 
indeed made bishops, the one of Epbesus, the other of Crete,) 
1 confess I can fina nothing in any writer of the first three cen- 
turies, nor any intimation mat they bore that name.'' Whitby 
^an episcopalian,) in comment pref. to Titus, '' It is ootoiious, 
that Timothy is no where caUea a bishop by jPaul; ia either of 
the Epistles written to him." 

c3 
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It is used in reference to the seven churches 
of Asia, in the book of Rqvelation. 

See Rev. iL 

92. W/iat is the meaning of the term angel? 

The word angel signifies a messenger, and 
may be applied to any servant of God that bears 
a message Trom him, which the presbyter or 
bishop, by the express nature of his office, 
does. 

93. Are these angels said to be superior to the 
ifrdinary bishops or presbyters of the churches 
of Asia 1 

No, they are not any where so described. 

94. Are the bishops or presbyters of the 
churches of Asia named separately ^ so as to 
alloto us to suppose that the angel of the^ church 
was adiiferent oMcer 1 



They are not. 

95. W3iy, then^ was the term angel used in- 
stead of the word bishop 7 

Probably, because the whole book in which it 
occurs is very ^ figurative in its style; and has, 
therefore, been always regarded as more difficult 
to be understood than any other in the whole 
bible; and because a special prophetic message 
was communicated through them to their re- 
spective churches.* s 

* It may be added ibat, 1. The term angel is itself obscure. 
2. It is used in an, obscure book. 3. It is no where else 
applied in scripture to the bishop's office, if it is here. 4. It is 
a term which never has been Drought into use in application 
to this office. 
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96. Have we reason to suppose that the term 
nngel would he familiar to the apostle John^ who 
used ity and to the Jemsh and other early chris^ 
tians to whom it was addressed 7 

We have such reason, in the fact, that the 
term angel was the name of an officer in the 
Jewish synagogues, which were established in 
every part of the world where there were Jews. 

97. Would this use, of this word, hy the in- 
spired writer, suggest to his^ readers, when first 
employed, the idea of an officer distinct from^ 
and superior to, the ordinary bishop or presbyter 
of a christian church ? 

No, it would not : because in every Jewish 
synagogue there was, (just- as there is now in 
every presbyterian church,) a bishop with a 
bench of elders and deacons ; and this bishop 
was indifferently called minister, pastor, pres- 
byter, bishop, or angel of the church; just as the 
bishop of a presbyterian church might be now 
called bishop, presbyter, pastor, minister, or an* 
gfel of the church. 

98. What other meaning may be attached io 
ihe word angel, as used in the word of^ God 7 

It may signify the moderator, who at that time 
presided among the bishops of these several 
churches^ and, who- was their official organ of 
communication ; or it may signify these bishops 
in their collective capacity. 

'Rev. ii; 8, 10, 13. And unto the angel of the church ia 
Smyraa write; these thinss saith the first and the last; which 
^feas dead; and is alive. Fear none of those things which thoa 
ishalt suffer: behold, the devil jihall cast some of you into 

c4 
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prison, that ye may be tried^ and ye shall have tribalation ten 
days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown 
of life. I know th^ works, and where thou dwellest, even 
where Satan's seat is; and thou boldest fast my name, and hast 
not denied my faitl^, even in those days wherein Antipas was 
my faithful martyr, who was slain among 3'ou, where Satan 
dwelleth. 



SECTION V. 

Of the permanence, calling, and ordination of bishops. 

99. Is the office of pastor ^ or bishop ^ designed 
to he permanent in the church ? 

The pastor, or bishop, being commissioned to 
prei^&h the gospel, and administer its ordinances^ 
for the conversion of sinners, the edification of 
believers, and the conviction of gainsayers, is, 
necessarily, a permanent ofBce in the church. 

Acts xxvi, 18. To open their eyes, and to turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that 
they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance amon^ 
them which are sanctinod by faith that is in me. Matt, xzviii, 
20. Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world. Amen. 

100. Whai are the qualifications of a bishop ? 

To be qualified for the office of bishop, a man 
must give satisfactory evidence that he is sound 
in the faith, — and that he has good talents for 
public speaking, sincere piety, and a blameless 
character. 

1 Tim. V, 22. Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be 
partaker of other men's sins: keep thyself pure. 2 Tim. ii, S. 
And the things that thou hast heard of me among many wit- 
nesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able 
to teach others also. Titus ii, 7, 8. In all things shewing thy- 
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self a pattern of good works; in doctrine sbewing ODCorrapt- 
ness; gravity, sincerity, sound speech that cannot be con- 
demned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, 
having no evil thing to say of you. 

101. May any individual who supposes that 
he possesses these qualijications, take upon him' 
self the office of a bishop ? 

No, he who properly takes upon himself the 
office of a bishop, must be called of God. 

Heb. y, 4. And no man taketh this honor unto himselif^ but 
he that is called of God, as was Aaron. Jer. xxiii, 32. Behold, 
I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the Lord, 
and do tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and 
by their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them; 
therefore they shall not profit this people at all, saith the Lord. 
1 Tim. V, 22. Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be par- 
taker of other men's sins: keep thyself pure. Rom. x, 15. And 
how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written. 
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of 
peace, and bring glad tidings of ^ood things ! 

102. What do you mean by being called of 

God, to the work of the ministry f 

• 

This call is two-fold — di?ine and ecclesiasti- 
cal. 

103. When may an individual be said to have 
a divine call to the office 4f bishop. 7 

When he has given> evidence, that he pos- 
sesses the qualifications necessary to fit him for 
it; and when he feels impelled by an earnest 
desire to enter it, that he may thereby be ena- 
bled to serve God in the gospel of his Son. 

1 Tim. iii, 1 . This is a true saying, if a man desire the 
office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. 1 Tim. v, 22. 
Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other 
men's ains: keep Uiyself pure. Titus i, 7-9. For a bishop 
must be blameless, as the &teward of God; not self-willed^ nol 
soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to nitby 
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lacre; bat a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, 
just, holy, temperate; holding fast the faithful word ^ as he hath 
been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to 
exhort and to convince the gainsayers. 

104. When may tm individual he said to he 
called to the office of hishop, ecclesiastically ? 

When the presbytery — composed of the bishops 
and elders of the churches, within whose bounds 
he resides — receive, approve, and adroit him to 
that office, in the hope and belief that he has 
been divinely called. 

1 Tim. iv. 14. Negiect not the gift that is in thee, which 
was given thee by probhecj^, with the laying on of the hands 
of the presbytery. 2 Tim. ii, 2. And the thmg^s that thou hast 
heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 
faithful men, who shall l>e able to teach others also. 

105. Js there any- thing, besides this call, 
necessary to constitute an individual a christian 
bishop ? 

Yes, he must be ordained. 

Titus i, 5. For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou 
shouldst set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain 
elders in every city, as I had appointed thee. 1 Tim. ii, 7. 
Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak 
the truth in Christ, and lie not,) a teacher of the Gentiles in 
faith and verity. 

106. What is the meaning of the word or* 
dain ? 

To ordain means to appoint — or to set apart 
to an office — or to invest with a ministerial 
function or authority. 

107. How is the hishop, or presbyter,^ or* 
dained 7- 



CATECHISM. 53 

He is ordained, by the imposition of the hands 
of the ministers constituting the presbytery^ and 
by prayer. 

1 Tim, Yj 22. Lay bands sudden] j on no man, neither be 
partaker or other men's sins: keep thyself pure. Acts ziii,3. 
And when they had fasted and prayed^ and laid their hands on 
^em, they sent them away. 1 Tim. iv, 14. Neglect not the 

S'fi that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with 
e laying on of me hands of the presbytery. Acts vi, 4. But 
we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the minis- 
try of the word. 

106. Is ordination necessary in itself eon^ 
sidered, or only as a security for the order and 
purity of the church ? 

Ordination is not to be regarded as conveying 
any hidden or mysterious grace or power to the 
person ordained. It is no more than an external 
and solemn form, whereby the person ordained 
is recognized ad one who is belieTed to have 
been called, and thus authorized, by God; and 
who is in this way installed into the sacred 
office of the ministry. Neither is this rite to 
be considered so essential^ as that, without it^ 
a valid ministry, and a true church, eould not, 
in any possible circumstances, exist. 

109. What name is applied to those who are 
preparing for the ministry ^ in the belief that 
they have received a divine call ? 

They are called candidates for the ministry. 

110. What name iis applied to those who have 
been allowed by presbytery to preach, and thus 
prove their fitness for this work ? 

They are called licentiates, because they have 
received a license or authority to exercise their 
gifts. 
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111. jBy what other name are such persons 

sometimes called? 

Probationers ; because, until ordaiaed, they 
are on trial, and may have their license with- 
drawn or confirmed. 

112. When an individual is ordained to the 
office of a bishop, is he set apart to some partic- 
ular charge f 

Sometimes be 19 ordained by the presbytery 
as an evangelist, or a missionary, to labor where 
there are no existing churches — but ordinarily 
be is ordained over some particular charge. 

Titus i, V. For this cause leA I thee in Crete, that thoa 
sfaouldst set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain 
elders in every city, a;s I had appointed thee. 1 Pet. v, 1,2. 
The elders which are amongyou I exhort, who am also an el- 
der, and a witness of the sufierings of Christ, and also a par- 
taker of the glory that shall be revealed: Feed the flock of 
God, which is among you^ taking the oversight thereof, not by 
constraint, but wiJlingivj not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind. Acts xx, 17, 28. And from Miletus he sent to £phe- 
8U8, and called the elders of the church. Take heed, there- 
fore, unto yourselves, and to all the flock over the which the 
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of 
Ciod^ which he bath purchased with his own blood. 



SECTION VI. 
Of ruling ddert. 

113. What is the next officer in the church, 
qfter the bishop or presbyter 1 

The ruling elder. 

114. Why is this officer called the ruling 
elder? 
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Becaase he is appointed to assist the bishop, 
who is the teaching elder, in the government of 
the church; and froiQ whom he is, in this way, 
distinguished, by being called the ruling elder. 

115. Whence was this name derived? 

From the order of the Jewish synagogue, in 
which, besides a bishop, who was also called 
presbyter or elder, there was a bench of elders, 
who were associated with the bishop in au- 
thority. 

116. What powers did these elders possess in 
the Jewish synagogue ? 

The general powers of government and disci- 
pline. 

117. Is the office of ruling elder recognized in 
scripture as belonging to the christian church ? 

It is — as in other passages, so in that of the 
apostle Paul, '^ Let the elders that rule well, be 
counted worthy of double honor ,^ especially they 
who labor in word and doctrine." 

James ▼, 14. Is any sick among you? let him call for the 
elders of the cbnrcbj and let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the Lord. 

1 Cor. xii, 28. And God hath set some in the charch, 
first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers; af\er that 
miracles, then gifts of healmgs, helps, governments, diversities 
of tongues. 

118. Whc^ is the general duty of ruling 
elders? 

To act with the bishop or pastor, as ''helps 
and governments" in the exercise of ecclesiasti- 
cal authority ; and to watch over the flock, 
assist in the admission or exclusion of members^ 
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warn and censure tl^ unruly, visit and comfort 
the afflicted, instruct the young, and exhort and 
pray as opportunity may be given. 

1 Pet. V, 1. 2. The elders which are among you, I exhort, who 
am also an elder, and a witness of the suflferings of Christ, and 
also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: Feed the 
flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, 
not by constraint, but williudyj not for filthy lucre, but of a 
ready mind. James v, 14. Is any sick among you? let him 
call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in tfa$ name o(the Lord. 

119. Do ruling elders possess authority, 
equally with the bishops, as rulers of the church? 

Yes, as rulers, though not as teachers. 

120. In what respect are they, with other 
members of the church, to be in subjection to the 
inshop ? 

As the bishop is ordained not only to rule, but 
also to teach, elders are equally bound, with the 
other members of the church, to obey him in the 
Lord, and to receive his instructions, as far as 
they are agreeable to the word of God. 

1 Tim. y, 17. Let the elders that role well be counted wor- 
thy of double honor, especiaUy they who labor in the word and 
doctrine. 1 Pet. v, 1. The elders which are among you, I 
exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the.sunerings 
of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be re- 
vealed. Heb. xiii, 17. Obey them that have the rule over 
you, and submit yourselves; for they watch for your souls, as 
they that must give account; that they may do it with joy, and 
not with grief 3 for that is unprofitable for you. 

121. Is it necessary that such officers should 
be associated with the pastor, for the wise man^ 
agement of the affairs of the congregation ? 

As the bishop or pastor of a congregation, 
must employ a good part of his time in studying 
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the scriptures — ^in preparing for preaching — in 
qualifying himself, by various reading, for the 
defence of the gospel — in attending upon the 
judicatories of the church-^n watching over 
the general concerns of the church, and in 
promoting its welfare; — the co-operation of such 
officers, is altogether indispensable to the pros- 
perity of any congregation. 

Acts vi, 2-4. Then the twelve called the multitude of the 
disciples unto them, and said. It is not reason that we should 
leave the word of God, and serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, 
look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the 
Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom ye may appoint over this busi- 
ness. But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and 
to the miAislry of the word. 1 Pet. v, 1-3. Tne elders which 
are amonf ;|rou I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness 
of the sunerinss of Christ, and also apartaker of the glory that 
shall be revealed: feed the flock of God which is among you, 
taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but wiinngly; 
not for filthy lucres but of a ready mind; .neither as being lords 
over God's heritage, but being ensamples to his flock. See 
also James v, 14. Acts xv,4r-6. 

122. What are the qualifications necessary 
for the office of ruling elder ? 

The qualifications for the office of ruling 
elder are, sincere piety, sound principles, a 
capacity for judging, prudence, zeal^ and un- 
bletnished reputation. 

^ • 

2 Tim. ii, 21. If a man, therefore, pur^ himself from these, 
he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the 
master's use, and prepared unto every good work. 1 Chron. 
xii, 32. And of the children of Issachar, which were men that 
had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to 
do; the heads of them were two hundred^ and all their brethren 
were at their commandment. 1 Tim. iii, 4-7. One that mletfa 
well his own house, having his children in subjection with all 
gravity; (for if a man know not how to rule his own house, 
how shall he take care of the church of God ?) Not a novice, 
lest; being liAed up with pride, be fall into the condemnation of 



08 ECCLESIA8TICAI. 

the devil. Moreover, he must have a good report of them 

which are without, lest he fall into reproach; and the snare of 
the devil. • 

123. Whom do ruling elders represent in the 
church ? 

As the pastor represents the ministry, so rul- 
ing elders represent the members of the church* 

124. jBy whom are ruling elders chosen to their 
office 7 

As they represent the members of the churchy 
so are they^lected to their office by them. 

125. How are ruling elders invested with their 
office 7 

» 

Having been called by the church, and elec- 
ted by it, they are solemnly set apart to their 
office, with prajter, or with prayer and the im- 
position of hands. 

126. What number of elders should there be 
in every church 7 

Such a number as will enable them fully to 
discharge all the duties incumbent upon them, 
towards all its members. 



SECTION TII. 
Of Deaeoru, 

127. What is the third spiritual officer in the 
church 7 

The deacon. 
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128. Is it a part of the duty of the deacon to 
teach, or to rule in the church 1 

It is not said to be the duty of deacons either 
to teach or to ruJe, in any part^f scripture. 

129. How is the office of deacon distinguished 
from that of ruling elder 1 

The ruling elder, as a representative of the 
people, sits as a spiritual officer in all the judic- 
atories of the church ; but deacons are officers 
only of that particular church by whos^e mem- 
bers they are elected, and are not competent 
therefore to sit as members in any one of the 
judicatories of the church. 

130. What is declared in ^scripture to be the 
express duty for which deacons were appointed ? 

They were appointed, for the purpose of man- 
aging the temporal affiiirs of the church, and 
especially to attend to the wants of the poor, by 
inspecting their state and supplying their wants. 

Acts vi, 1-3. And in those days when the number of the 
dibTiples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Gre- 
cians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neg- 
lected in the daily muji.stralion. Then t^e twelve called >tne 
multitude of the disciples uuto them, and t>aid, it is nut reason 
that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables. 
Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of 
honest report, full of the Holy Ghosi and wisdom, whom we 
may appoint over this business. 1 Tim. iii, 8. Likewise must 
the deacons be grave, not double-tongued, not given. to much 
wine, uoi greedy of liliby lucre. 

131. But did not Philip, who was appointed 
a deacon, afterwards teach and baptize 1 

Not wtiile he was a deacon, as far as there is 
any record in the word oi God ; but when after* 

D 
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wards be became an evangelist, he then re- 
ceived and exercised authority to. teach and 
baptize. 

Acts xxi, 8. And the next day we that were of PauKs com- 
pany departed, and came unto Cesarea; and we entered into 
the house of Philip the Evangelist, (which wsu3 one of the 
seven,) and abode with him. 

132. Is there a necessity for such officers as 
deacons, in the church oj Christ 7 

Christian congregations should make provi- 
sion for those among them, who are incapable 
of procuring for themselves the necessaries of 
life ; and officers are very requisite to find out 
and visit such persons, and to manage the funds 
raised for their support. 

133. Is it very advisable that the ttwporal 
relief given by the church, should be adminis' 
tered separately from its spiritual instructions 
and consolations ? 

^This is very advisable, to prevent hypocrisy, 
and an undervaluing of such spiritual commu- 
nications. 

134. What are the qualifications necessary 
for a deacon ? 

A deacon should possess piety, integrity, dili- 
gence and respectability. 

1 Tim. iii, 8-12. Likewise rhust the deacons be grave, nol 
double-tongued, not given to much winej not greedy of filthy 
]ucrej holding the mystery of the faith in a |>ure conscience. 
And let these also first he proved: then let them use tiie office 
of a deacon, being found blameless. Even so must their wives 
be grave, not slanderers^ sober, faithful in all things. Let the 
deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and 
their own bouses well. 
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135. In the distribution of the funds to the 
poor, qre the deacons responsible — and in subor- 
dination — to the teaching and ruling elders ? 

They are ; for we find that even after their 
appointment, the apostles and elders had in 
trust, the collections made for the poor. 

Acts xi, 30. Which also they did, and sent it to the elders 
by the hands of Barnabas and Saul. 

136. How are deacons elected to their office ? 

They are elected by the suffrages of the mem- 
bers of the churches to which they belong; and 
are set apart by prayer and the imposition of 
the hands of the pastor and elders. 

See Acts vi. 



SECTION YIII. 

Of the election of officers. 

137. Have the members of churches an tin- 
doubted right to choose their own pastors, el" 
ders, and deacons ? 

Yes; churches, in common with all other free 
societies, have this privilege. 

Acts 1^ 15, 26. And in those days Peter stood up in the 
midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of the names to- 

S»lher were about a hundred and twenty^) and they gave forth 
eir lots: and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered 
with the eleven apostle^. Acts vi, d. And the saying pleased 
the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of 
faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and 
Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas, a pro- 
selyte of Antioch. 2 Cor. viii, 19. And not that only, but who 
was also chosen of the churdies to travel with us with this 
ffrace, which is administered by us to the glory of the same 
Lord, and declaration of your ready mind. Acts xiv, 23. And 
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when tbey had ordained them elders in e\'ery church, and 
had prayed wilh faslin?, they commended them to the Lord, 
on whom they believed. 

1«38. How should church members discharge 
this duty ? 

In a spirit of meekness, humility, peace, and 
prayer ; with a supreme regard to the glory of 
Christ, and the spiritual interests of the church; 
and without partiality or respect of persons. 

Phil, ii, 3. Let nothing be done through strife or vain-glory; 
but iu lowliuess of mindlet each esteem other better than them- 
selves. Acts i, 24. And they prayed, and said, thou Lord, 
virhich knoweth the hearts of men, sBew whether of these two 
thou hast rhnsen- 1 Cor. x, 31. Whether therefore ye eat or 
drink, or whatsoever }'ou do, do all to the glory of God. 
James iii, 17. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and easy to.be entreated, full of mercy 
and good i'ruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 



CHAPTER IV. 



COURTS OF THE CHURCH 



SECTION I. 

Of eccleaiasHceil eourtt in general. 

199. What is meant hy an ecclesiastical 
court? 

An ecclesiastical court, is an assembly of 
those who have the original, and inherent power 
or authority, of executing laws and distributing 
justice, according to the constitution ; "and in 
general, to order whatever pertains to the 
spiritual welfare of the churches under their 
care."* 

140. Is it lawful^ for the exercise of ecclesias- 
tical authority, that the rulers of the christian 
church should meet in regularly organiTxd 
courts ? 

It is both lawful and necessary. 

U 1 1 II T   1 --— ^ * ' 

* See CoDfeasion of Faith, ch. uxi, am. S; aad Fora of 
Oovenuneiity ch. ix, x, id, and xil 
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Acts xVf 6. And the apostles and elders came together for 
to consider of this matter. Matt, xviii, 15-20. Moreover, if 
thy brother shall trespass ag^nst thee, so and tell him his faalt 
between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast 
gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take 
with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of one or two 
witnesses every word ma^ be established. And if he shall 
neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church; but if he neglect 
to near the church, let him be unto thee as a heathen man and 
a publican. Verily I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall bind 
on earth shall be bound m heaven; and whatsoever ye shall 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again 1 say unto 
you, that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any 
thing that they shall ask, it shaNl>e done for them of my Fa- 
ther which is m heaven. For where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 1 Cor. 
ziv, 33. For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, 
as in all churches of the saints. 

141. Haw many kinds of church courts are 
there ? 

Four — the session, presbytery, synod, and gen- 
eral assembly. 

142. Of whom are these several courts comr 
posed? 

or bishops and ruling elders, as representa- 
tives of the ministers and the people. 



SECTION II. 

Of the. church Session. 

143. What is the church session ? 

The church session is composed of the pastor, 
when there is one, and the ruling elders of any 
particular congregation, met together as a 
church court. 
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144. What scriptural authority is there for 
the church sessions, or as they may be termed, 
congregational presbyteries ? 

Scripture teaches us that there was a plurality 
of elders in the churches formed by the apostles; 
to whom was committed the government of the 
church, and who, in order to act together, must 
of necessity have met in council. 

Acts xiv, 23. And when they had ordained them elders (i. e. 
presbj'ters) in every church, and had prayed with fastins, 
they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed. 
Tiius, 1-5. Paul, a servant of God, and an apostfe of Jesus 
Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and the acknpwlo 
edging of the truth which is aAer godliness; in bc^pe of eternal 
life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world be- 
^an: but hath in due times manifested his word through preach- 
< ing, which is committed unto me, according to the command- 
ment of God our Saviour; to Titus; mine own son after the 
common faith; grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour. For this cause left 1 
thee in Crete, that thou shouldst set in order the things that are 
wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed 
thee. See also Matt, xviii, 15-20. 

145. How should the business of the session be 
conducted? 

The meeting of the session should be consti- 
tuted by prayer, each member being called 
Tipon by the moderator, (who is, by right of 
office, the pastor or minister present,) to give his 
opinion, and every question being decided by a 
majority of votes. 

146. Who are subject to the authority of the 
session ? 

All the members of that particular church, in 
which the session exists. 

d3 
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147. Over what matters j has the church ses- 
sion authority 7 

The church session is charged with maia- 
taining the spiritual governaient of the congre- 
gation ; for which purpose they have power to 
inquire into the knowledge and christian con- 
duct of the members of the church; to admonish, 
to rebuke, to suspend or exclude from the 
sacraments, those who are found to deserve 
censure ; to concert the best measures for pro- 
moting the spiritual interests of the congrega- 
tion ; and to Appoint delegates to the higher 
judicatories of the church. 

Heb. xiii, 17. Obey them that have the rule over you, and 
submit yourselves : tor they watch fur your souls, as they that 
must give accouutj that they may do it with joy, and not with 

frief : for that is unprofitable for you. See also 1 Thess. v, 12, 
3. 1 Tim. V, 17. Ezek. xxxiv, 4. 2 Thess. vi, 6, 14, 16. 
1 Cor. xii, 27. Acts xv, 2, 6. 

148. How may any matters he brought before 
the session y for its judgment upon them 1 

Either by an elder, or by any member of the 
church presenting a memorial, or preferring a 
complaint, or tabling charges. 

149. Is there any appeal from the judgment 
of the session by a party supposing himself 
aggrieved ? 

Yes — there is an appeal from the session to 
the presbytery. 

150. What is the duty of. the members of the 
church towards their session ? 

To respect and uphold their authority, a» 
given to them by Chnst — to render a cheerful 
obedience to their decisions, as in the Lord ; — 
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cordially to co-oper.ate with them in those plans 
of usefulness they recommend ; to strengthen^ 
their hands by prayer — to honor their character, 
though like themselves imperfect men — and to 
receive, and seek their advice, in all spiritual 
difficulties and distresses. ' '' 

1 Thess. V, 12, 13. And we beseech you, brethren, to know 
them which labor amongvyou, and are over you tu the Lord, 
and admonish you; and to esteem them very highly in love for 
their work's sake, and be at peace among yourselves. Heh. 
ziii, 17. Obey them that have the rule over y'uu, and submit 
yourselves: /or they watch for ^our souls, as- they that must 
ffive account, that they may do it with joy, and not with griefj 
ror that is unprofitable for you. 



SECTION III. 
Of the Presbyterf/, 

151. WTiat is the next court of the church ? 

The presbytery. 

- 152. Wh€U is the meaning of the term pres» 
bytery 7 

It simply means an assembly of elders. 

153. How is the presbytery\ considered as a 
court of the churchy con^^tuted ? 

A presbytery consists of all the ministers, and 
one ruling elder, from each congregation within 
a certain district. 

154. What is the extent of its jurisdiction ? 

The authority of the presbytery extends to its 
own members, and to the several sessions and 
congregations belonging to it. 

d4 
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155. What is the design and use of a preS' 
hytery 7 

It is a court of appeal from church sessions — 
it affords an opportunity for mutual consultation 
and advice — it is a bond of visible union — an 
authority to which common submission is due — 
and by which is ordered whatever pertains to 
the spiritual welfare of the churches under its 
care. 

156. What is the scriptur^ toarrant for pres- 
byteries ^ as courts of the church ? 

The scriptures prove that several distinct con- 
gregations were regarded as one church, and 
were under one common government 

1 Tim. iv, 14. Neglect not the gifl that is in thee, which was 
given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the 
presbytery. Acts xv, 2, 4, 6. When therefore Paul and Bar- 
nabas haa no small, discussion and disputation with them, they 
determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, 
should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about 
this question. And when they were come to Jerusalem, they 
were received of the church, and of the apostles and elders, 
and they declared all things that God had done wilh them. 
And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of 
this matter. 

157. What illustration of this can you give ? 

The several cases of the churches in Jeru- 
salem, Antioch, Ephesus, Corinth, and Sa- 
maria. 
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SECTION IV. 

Of a presbytery at Jerusalem. 

158. How may it he inferred, that there were 
more c&ngregations than one at Jerusalem ? 

Fir9t, from the great number of converts that 
were added to that church. 

Acts ii, 41, 42, 46. Then the^ that had gladly received hia 
word were baptized: and the same day there were added uuto 
them about three thousand souls. And they coittinued stead- 
fastly iu the apostles' ductrine and fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers. And they, {Continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, 
did eat their meat with gladness, and singleness of heart. 

Acts iv, 14. And beholding the man which was healed 
siandiog with them, they could say nothing against it. Acts 
iv, 4. Howbeit many of them which heard the word, believed; 
and the number of the men was aboiit five thousand. Acts v, 
14. And believers were the more added to the Lord, multi- 
tudes both of men and women. Actsvi, 1. And in those days 
when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a 
murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews because their 
widows were neglected in the daily ministration. Acts xxi 20. 
And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto 
him, Thou seest brother, bow many thousands of Jews there 
are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law. Acts 
1, 15. And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the dis- 
ciples, and ^aid, (the number of the names together were about 
an hundred and twenty.) Acts ix, 31. Theu had the churches 
rest throughout all Judea and Galilee, and Samaria, and were 
edified: and walking iu the (ear of the Lord, and iu the com- 
fort of the Holy Gltost, were multiplied. Acts xii, ^ But 
the word of God grew and multiplied. 

Secondly, from the many apostles,, and other 
preachers, who labored in that church. 

See the preceding references. 

Thirdly, from the diversity of language found 
among these believers, and the necessity hence 
arising, for distinct assemblies. 

See Acts Sd aod 6th chapters. 
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Fourthly, from the fact, that the Lord's Sup- 
per was admiQistered in different houses at the 
same time. 

Acts ii, 46. And they, continuing daily with one accord in 
the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat 
their meat with gladness, and singleness of heart. 

159. How may it he shown^ thai these several 
congregations were under one preshyterial goV" 
ernment ? 

First, because all these congregations are 
denominated one church. 

Acts viii, 1. And Saul was consenting unto his death. And 
at that time there was a great persecution against the church 
which was at Jerusalem ; and they were all scattered abroad 
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the 
apostles. Acts ii, 47. Praising God, and having favor with 
ail the people. And the Lord added to the churcu daily such 
as should be saved. Acts v, 11. And great fear came upon 
all the church, and upon as many as heard these things. Bee 
also Acts xii, and xv, 4. 

Secondly, because the elders of the church 
are expressly mentioned. 

Acts xi, 30. Which also they did, and senC it to the elders 
by the hands of Barnabas and Saul. Acts xv, 4, 6, 22. And 
when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the 
church, and of the apostles and elders, and they declared all 
things that God had done with them. And the apostles and 
elders came together for to consider of this matter. Then 
pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to 
send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul 
and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, 
chief men among the brethren. Acts xxi, 17, 18. And whea 
we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received as gladly. 
And the day following Paul went in with us unto Jamesj and 
all the elders were present. 

Thirdly, because the apostles performed the 
duty of presbyters, in the church of Jerusalem. 
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Acts X, 44, 47. While Peter yet spake these words, the 
Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. Can any 
. inan forbid water, ihat these should not be baptized, which 
have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? Acts xv, 6. 22. 
And the apostles and elders came togeJher for to consider of 
this matter. Then plea«5ed it the apostles and elders, with the 
whole church, to send chosen men of their own company to 
Anlioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed 
Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren. Acts xxi, 
17, 18. And when we were come to Jeru.selem, the brethren 
received us gladly. And the day following Paul went in with 
OS unto James} and all the elders were present. See also 
Acts vi. 

Fourthly, because these presbyters and elders 
met together, as one body, for acts of govern- 
ment. 

Acts XV, 6, 22. And the apostles and elders came together 
for to consider of this matter. Then pleased it the apostles 
and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their 
own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely, 
Judas surnamed Bersabas, and Silas,' chief men among the 
brethren. Acts xxi, 17, 18. And when we were come to Jeru- 
salem, the brethren received us gladly. And the day follow- 
ing Paul went in with us unto James; and all the elders were 
present. 

Fifthly, because, while they worshipped God, 
and observed his ordinances in different assem-* 
blies, they were, yet, united under one common 
government. 

Acts ii, 46. ^ And they, continuing daily with one accord in 
the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat 
their meat with gladness, and singleness of heart. Acts ii, 
44. And all that believed were together, and had all things 
common. 
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SECTION V. 

« *  

Of a prtibyttry at Ephetus, and in other'plaees. 

160. May the same ronclusion be inferred re- 
specting the church at Ephesus ? 

Yes ; first, from the lepgth of time the apoch 
iles labored there. 

Acts XX, 31. Therefore watch, and remember, that, by, the 
•pace of three years, I ceased Dot to warii every one night and 
day with tears. 

Secondly, from the success which attended 
their preaching. 

r Acts xix, 20. So mightily grew the word of God, and pre- 
vailed. Acts xvii, 18. Then certain philosophers of the Epicu- 
reans, and of the .stoics, encountered him: and some said, 
What will this babbler say? other some, He seemcth to be a 
setter forth of strange gods; because he preached unto them 
Jesus, and the resurrection, &.c. 

Thirdly, from the number of believers found 
there. 

Acts xix, 17-20. And this was known to all the Jews and 
Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; aqd fear fell on them all, 
and the name <$f the Lord Jesus was magnified. And many 
that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds. 
Many also of them which used curious arts, brought their 
books together, and burned them before all men; and they 
counted tlie price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of 
tilver. So mightily grew the word of God, and prevailed. 

Fourthly, from the reasons Paul assigned for 
his continuance there. 

1 Cor. xvi, 8, 9. But I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost, 
for a great dpor and effectual U opened unto me, and tbeM 
•ra nuuny adversarie». 
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Fifthly, from the multitudes of bishops or pas- 
tors there. 

Acts zx, 17, 28. And from Miletas be sent to £pbe- 
SU.9, and csilled the ciders of the church. Take heed, there- 
fore, uoto yourselves, and to all the flock over ihe whicli the 
Holy Ghost hath made vou overxeers, to feed ihe church of 
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 

Sixthly, from the mention of one of these coa- 
gregations, in such a way as to imply thb 
existence of others. 

1 Cor. jcvi, 19. The churebes of Asia salute you. Aquila 
and Priscilla salute jrou much in the Lord, with the church 
that is in their house. Rev. ii, 17. He that hath an ear, let 
faim liear what the Spirit sailh unto the churches; To him that 
oyerrometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will 
give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, 
which no man knoweth, saving he that receiveth it. 

Seventhly, from the evident union of these 
churchesy under one preshyterial government.* 

Rev. ti, 1,2,6, 17. Unto the aneel of tak church of Epbe- 
sus write; these things sailb be that boldetb the seven stars in 
his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden . 
candlesticks; I know tby woric5, and thy labor and thv pa- 
tience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evif^ and 
tliou hast tried them wfaich say they are apostles, and are not, 
and hast found them liars: but this thou hast, that thou hatest 
tile deeds of the Kicolaitaiies, wliich I also hate. He that hath 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; 
to him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, 



* An eighth argument is this. The church of Ephesus con- 
sisted of M>th Jews aad Gentiles, as appears from Acts xviii. 
Paul was desired to stay with the Jews, to whom, as appears 
from chapter xix, S, he preached for three months; and yet the 
Epistle to the Epbesians is addressed specially to those who 
were heathen, when there must have been oo^or more congre- 
gatioot of converted Jews. 
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and will give him a white stoike, and in the stone a new name 
written) which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 
Acts xXf 28, 36, 37. Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves, 
and to all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath made 
you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath pur- 
chased with his own blood. And when he had thus spoKen, 
he kneeled down, and prayed with them all. And tney all 
wept sore, and fell on Paurs neck, and kissed him. 

161. May the same inferences be made as to 
the churches at Corinth, and at Antioch, and 
Samaria ? 

Yes — as appears from there being more 
churches than one in these cities ; while they 
are, nevertheless, called one church ; and also 
from there being many pastors there at the same 
time. 

See as to Corinth, Acts ziii, 1. 1 Cor. i, 2, and ziv, 3, 4, 
and V, 4, 6. 2 Cor. ii, 6 ; as to Antioch, AcU xi, 19, 20, 25, 
29, 30, and xiii, 1, 5, and jcv, 35: and as to Samaria, Acts viii, 
6,6,14,12. 



SECTION VI. 

Of the Presbytery^^^onchtded. 

162. Is it necessary, that all churches should 
be thus united together, in one ,presbyterial goV' 
emment ? 

All the churches of Christ, are certainly un- 
der obligation to conform to that primitive and 
scriptural order, which is thus divinely author- 
ized, so far as it is laid down in the word of 
God. 

Phil, iv, 9. Those things which ye have both learned, and 
received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace 
shall be with you. 
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163. Do congregations y and their members ^ 
owe submission to ike decrees of their presby- 
teries? 

Such decrees are recognized by Jesus Christ, 
so far as they are accordant to his statutes, as 
contained in the word of God ; and to resist 
them, therefore, is, in such a case, to despise 
the authority of Christ. ^ 

Matt, xvi, 19. And I wil] give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind oa earth 
shalj be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven. Isa. viii, 20. To the law and 
to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it 
is because there is no light in them. 

164. Is there any appeal from the decision of 
the presbytery 7 

Yes; an appeal can be taken from the de- 
cision of the presbytery, to the synod. 



SECTION VII. 

Ofihi Synod. 

1G5. What is the third court of the church ? 
The synod. 

166. What then is the meaning of the term 
synod 7 

The. word synod means an assembly of per- 
sons, of one faith, and for the same purpose. 

167. Why then is this church court called a 
synod 7 

As the presbytery is a convention of the bish- 
qps and elder&i within a certain district; so a 
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synod is a convention of the bishops and elders, 
within a district so large, as to include within 
it, at least three presbyteries ; or it may be de- 
fined a larger presbytery. 

168. What is the scriptural warrant for 
holding synodical assemblies ? 

A synod composed of the rulers from several 
churches met, disputed, and determined a sub- 
ject, then controverted iii the churches, in the 
city of Jerusalem; as is recorded in the Acts of 
the Apostles. 

See Acts xv. Eph. iv, 11-16. 

169. Is there any other grpund on which the 
authority for holding such assemblies rests ? 

Yes — they are in accordance with the proce- 
dure of the Jewish synagogues, which were all 
subordinate to the Sanhedrim or ecclesiai^tical 
court, held in Jerusalem — to which Christ re- 
fers with approbation — and which were the 
model, after which the christian church was 
fashioned. 

See Matt. chap, zviii, compared with Deut. xvii, 8-12. See 
also Matt, xiii, 54. Mark vi, 2. Luke iv, 6, and vii, 5. James 
ii, 2. Rev. ii, 9. 

170. Does the power of the synod interfere 
with that of the presbytery ? 

No — it is designed to strengthen that power, 
and to extend it. 

171. What power does the synod possess ? 

The synod has power to receive and issue all 
appeals, and to decide on all references brought 
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Up from presbyteries — ^to review their proceed- 
ings — and generally, to take such order with 
respect to the presbyteries^ sessions, nnd people, 
under their care, as may be in conformity with 
the word of God, and for the advancement of the 
kingdom of Christ. 

172. Is there any appeal from the judgment 
of the synod ? 

Yes — there is an appeal to the General As- 
sembly, the greatest and highest court of the 
church. 



SECTION VIII. 

Of the General Assembly. 

173. How then do you describe the General 
Assembly 7 

It is the highest judicatory of the church, 
representing in one body or court — through their 
bishops and elders, which are delegated by the 
Presbyteries — all the particular congregations 
under its jurisdiction ; it being in fact a larger 
synod. 

174. Is there any warrant for such an assem' 
hly of the rulers of the church, in the scrip" 
tures ? 

There is a warrant for it in the council held 
at Jerusalem, as recorded in the fifteenth chap- 
ter of Acts. 

1 Cor. jdVf 40. L^t all things be done decently, and in order. 
Ezek. zliii, 12. This is the law of the house; Upon the top of 
the moaataiD, the whole limit thereof round about shall be most 
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holy. Behold; this is the law of the house. See also 2 Chron. 
xix, 8. 

Its* Will you state the grounds of this 
opinion ? 

First, a question which arose at Antioch^ 
affecting the faith and practice of all the 
churches of Christ, was referred, for settlement 
to thi& Assembly. 

Acts XV, 2. When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no 
small dissension and disputation with them, they determined 
that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go 
up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this ques- 
tion. 

Secondly, this assembly consisted of the rulers 
of the church, while it was open to the people. 

Acts XV, 6, 12. And the, apostles and elders came together 
for to consider of this matter. Then all the multitude kept 
silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring 
what miracles and wonders God had wrought among the Gen- 
tiles by them. 

Thirdly, this assembly decided the question 
submitted to it, not by inspiration, but after dis- 
cussion ; and as would appear, under the ordi- 
nary guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Acts XV, 7, 22, 28. And when there had been much disput- 
ing, Peter rose up, and said unto them. Men and brethren, ye 
know how that a good while affo God made choice amon^ us, 
that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the 
gospel, and believe, llien pleased it the apostles and elders, 
with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own com- 
pany to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas sur- 
named Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren. 
For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon 
you no greater Dorden than these necessary things. 

Fourthly, we find, that in this assembly, one 
member proposed ^ resolution, which was unani- 
mously adopted as the opinion of the whole body. 
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Acts XV, 19, 9St. Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble 
not them, which from among the Uentiles are turned to God. 
Then pleased it the a^>ostles and elders, with the whole church, 
to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with 
Paul and Barnabas^ namely, Judas su^named Barsabas, and 
Silas, chief men among the brethren. 

Fiflhly, the decision which was thus made, 
was authoritative, extended to all the churches, 
and was sent down to them, and read in them. 

Acts XV f S8. For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to 
08^ to lay upon-jfou no greater burden than these necessary 
things. Acts xvi, 4. And as they went through the cities, the^' 
delivered them the decrees for to keep that were ordained of 
the apostles and elders which were at Jerusalem. 

And^ sixthly, the members of this synod were 
delegated, not by any single individual or pre- 
late, but by the presbytery of Antioch, in con* 
junction with the other churches. 

Acts zv, 2. When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no 
•mall dissension and disputation with them, they determined 
that Paul- and Barnabas, and certsdn other or them, should go 
up to Jerusalem unto the aposUes and elders about this ques- 
tion. 



SECTION IX. 

Of the other bodies appoinUd by the church, 

' 176. Who has the power of calling these 
several councils y or church courts ^ together 7 

The right of calling, and dissolving all eccle- 
siastical courts, is by the Head of the church, 
exclusively vested in church officers. 

Matt, xvi, 19. And I will give unto thee the kevs of the 
kingdom of heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth 
shaJl be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
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177. While these are the regular, and con* 
stitutional courts of the church, is it lawful and 
proper, for the church to appoint other bodies f, 
for the purpose of carrying out its plans, and 
executing its will ? 

These several courts of the church, certainly 
have power to appoint any hody, to carry into 
execution any plans, or operations, tvhich it is 
competent for these courts severally to under- 
take ; provided, they do inot themselves tran- 
scend the powers given to them by the constitu- 
tion, or give to these bodies, powers greater 
than they themselves possess. 

178. What bodies of ihis kind, are employed 
by the several courts of the church 7 

There are committees to prepare, or finish 
any assigned business ; agents to discharge any 
specified duty, on behalf of the body appointing 
them — and Boards or Committees, to whom is 
entrusted the management of the various benev^ 
olent operations in which the church is engaged* 



CHAPTER V, 



POWER OF THE CHURCH. 



SECTION I. 
Of the nature of church pqwer. 

179. Do the officers of the church possess any 
authority over itSsmembers ? 

Evefy office implies some authority ; and a 
church officer without power to sustain his office, 
would be an anomaly. 

180. Why is such power necessary to the offi» 
cers of the church ? 

Because the members of the church, as such, 
are separated from the rest of mankind, and 
profess to believe in Christ ; and it is made the 
duty of church officers, to preserve this charac- 
ter of the church. 

181. Is this power clearly escribed tOy the offi' 
cers of the church, in scripture ? 

Yes, obedience i^ required from all the mem- 
bers of the church, to those who rule over them 
in the Lord. 

e2 
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Heb. ziii, 17. Obey them that have the rule over you, and 
submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that 
must give account; that they may do it with joy, and not with 
grief: for that is unprofitable for you. 

182. Is the power f which church officers pos» 
sess, such as to affect the civil interests of men ? 

No— it is altogether ecclesiastical ; and such 
as to affect men onlj in their relation to the 
church, and to God. 

John xviii, 36. Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this 
world. If my kingdom were of this world, tnen would my ser- 
vants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but 
now is my kingdom not from hence. 

183. How else may you describe this power 
of the church 7 

It is spiritual, and addressed to the consciences 
of those who are subject to it. 

Heb. xiii, 17. Obey them that have the rule over you, and 
submit yourselves} for they watch for ^our souls, as they that 
must give, account; that they may do it with joy, and not with 
grief: for that is unprofitable for you. 

2 Cor. z, 4, 5. (For the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong 
holds:) castine down imaginations, and every hifh thing that 
exalteth itselfagainst the knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ. 

184. Does the very word power ^ as applied to 
any office in tht churchy imply that he who extr^ 
cises it, is himself under the authority of a 
superior ? 

Yes — power implies the execution of superior 
orders, by one who is subordinate to that su- 
perior. 

Matt, xziii, 8-10. But be not ve called Rabbi: for one is 
your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. Neither 
be ye called masters; for one is your Master, even Christ. 
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185. In what sense do church officers possess 
authority? 

By right of the Lord Jesus Christ, whom they 
represent; and who is sole master in the church/ 

Matt, zvii, 5. While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them: and behold a voice out 6f th^ cloud, 
which said. This la my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased; hear ye him. 

186. Have church officers any power or ««- 
thority,epen in ecclesiasticai matters ind^en^ 
dently, or in themselves considered? ' 

None whatever— -they act altogether minifh 
terially. 

Phil, i, 1. Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, 
to ail the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Phillippi, with the 
bishops and deacons. 2 Cor. iv, 6. For we preach not our- 
selves, but Christ Jesus the Lord} and ourselves your servants 
for Jesus' sake. 

187. What is the source and limit of all 
ecclesiastical authority ? 

The word of God, to which it is subjected, 
and by which it is restrained. 

Isa. viii, 20. To the law and to the testimoDy; if they speak, 
not according to this word, it is because there is no lipit in 
them. Matt, xxviii, 19, 20. Go ye, therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I base commanded you: and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. Matt, iv, 
4. But he answered and said. It is written, Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by evety word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God. 

188. What' is the end^for which all such au» 
thority is committed to the church ? 

e3 



84 ECCLESIASTICAL 

The apostle Paul declares it fo have been 
given for edification, and not for destruction. 

2 Cor. viii, 10. And herein I give my advice: for this is ex- 
pedient for you, who have 'beg^un t>efore» not only to do, but 
also to be forward a year ago. 2 Cor. xiii, 10. Therefore I 
write these things being absent, lest being present I should use 
sharpness, according to the power which tne Lord hath given 
me to edification, aud not to destruction. 

189. 1$ this authority inherent in the persons 
of church officers; or is it derived exclusively from 
that law oj the Lord, which they are appointed 
to administer? 

The authority of church officers is given by 
that word, the ministration of which is com- 
mitted to them ? 

Exodus xiv, 31. And Israel saw that great work' which the 
Lord did upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the Lord, 
and believed the Lord, and his servant Mpses. Mai. ii, 4, 7. 
And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto 
vou, that my covenant might be with Levi, saith the Lord of 
nosts. For the priest's lii)s should keep knowledge, and they 
should seek the law at his mouth: for he is the messenger of 
the Lord of hosts. Ezek. iii, 17. Son of man, I have made 
thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hbar the 
word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. Matt, 
zxviii, 19, 20. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the iioly Ghost; teaching them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. Ame^. 



SECTION II. 

Of true liberty of Conscience. 



190. Can church officers enact any thing con- 
trary, or in addition, to the word of God, and 
make it binding on the conscience ? 
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No — God alone is Lord of the conscience, and 
has left it free from the doctrines and com- 
mandments of men, which are in any thing con- 
trary to His word, or beside it, in matters of 
faith or worship. 

Rom. ziv, 4. Who art thou that judgest another man's ser- 
vant? to his o^nii master he standeth or falleth: yea, he shall 
be holden up3 for God is able to make him stand. 

191. Is it proper for any ecclesiastical officers 
to require implicit faith in thai for which no 
scriptural warrant can he given ; or an absolute 
obedience to mere ecclesiastical decrees^ without 
such plain warrant ? 

No — this is to destroy liberty of conscience, 
and reason also. 

Isa. viii, 20, To the law and to the testimony; if they speak 
not according to this word, it is because there is no light in 
them. Acts zvii, 11. These were more noble than those m 
Thessaionica, in that they received the word with all readi- 
ness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those 
things were so. John iv, 22. Ye worship ye know not what, 
we Know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews. Ro- 
sea V, 11. Ephraim is oppressed and broken in judgment, be- 
cause he willinglv walked after the commandment. Rev. 
xiii, 12, 16, 17. And he exerciseth all the power of the first 
beast before him, and 6auseth the earth and them which dwell 
therein, to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was 
healed. And he causeth all, both small and jgreat, rich and 
poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or 
m their foreheads: and that no man mif ht buy or sell, save he 
that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of 
iiis name. 

192. Ought any man, out of conscience, to 
helieve any such doctrines, or to obey any such 
commandments ? 

No^-rto do so woold betray their liberty of 
conscience. 

b4 
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Col. ii, 20. 22, 23. Wherefore, if ye be dead with Christ, 
from the nicliments of the world, why, as though living in the 
world, are ye subject to ordinances, which aJl are to perish 
with tne using, after the commandments and doctrines of men t 
Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will-worship 
and humility, and neglectiner of the body, not in any honor to 
the satisfvinff of the flesh. Gai. i, 10« fx>r do I now persuade 
men, or Uod? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased 
men, I should not be the servant of Christ. Gal. ii, 4. And 
that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came 
in privily to spy out our liberty which we have,in Christ Jesus, 
that they mignt bring us into bondage. Gal. v, 1. Stand fast, 
therefore, in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, 
and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 

193. Does liberty ef conscience mean a liberty 
to transgress y or. neglect any of God^s command- 
ments ? 

No — that would be licentiousness, and not 
liberty. 

194. Does liberty of conscience, mean freedom 
from all obedience to the authority of church 
officers, as far as they administer faithfully the 
laws of Christ ? 

No— they who oppose any lawful power, or 
the lawful exercise of it, whether it be ecclesi- 
astical or civil, resist the ordinance of God. 

1 Peter ii, 13^ 14, 16. Submit yourselves to every ordinance 
of man for the Lord's sake; whether it be to the king, as su- 

f»reme; or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him 
or the punishment of evil-doers, and for the praise of them 
that do well. As free, and not using your liberty for a cloak 
of maliciousness, but as the servants of God. Heb. xiii, 17. 
Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves; 
for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, 
that they may do it with joy, and not with grief, for that is un- 
profitable for you. Rom. xiii, 1, 8. Let every soul be subject 
unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God; 
the powers that be, are ordained of God. Owe no man any 
thing but to love one another; for he that loveth another hath 
fulfilled the law. 
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196. What, tlwn, do you mean hy liberty of 
conscience ? 

True liberty of conscience, is freedom from 
the enforcement of any doctrine, or command- 
ment of men, that is in any thing contrary to 
the general rqles of God*s word, or beside it, 
either in matters of faith or worship. 

Acts iv, 19. Bat Peter and John answered, and said unto 
them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto 
you more than unto God^ Judge ye. Acts v, 29. Then Peter 
and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey 
God rather than men. 1 Cor. vii, 23. Ye are bought with a 
price; be not ye the servants of men. Matt, xxiii, €, 10. But 
be not ye called Rabbi; for one is your Master, even Christ; 
and all ye are brethren. Neither be ye called masters, for one 
is your Master, even Christ, 2 Cor. i, 24. Not for that we 
have dominion over your faith, but are helpersof your joy; for 
by faith ye stand. Matt, xv, 9. But in vain they do worship 
me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 

196. Can any article of faith he believed, on 
any other authority ^ than that of the toritten 
word of God? 

It cannot— rfor it is not given to any man, 
even were he an apostle, to exercise dominion 
over our faith; while a curse is pronounced 
upon any man, who will either add to^ or take, 
from, this Book. 

2 Cor. i, 24. Not for that we have dominion over your 
faith, but are helpers of your ioy; for by faith ye stand. Uev. 
xxii, 19. And ir any man shaJI take away from the words of 
the book of this prophecy, God shall take awav his part out of 
the book of life, and out of the holy city, ana fit>m the things 
which are written in this book. 
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SECTION III. 
Of tiu extent of this power of the church, 4*^. 

197. How art the decrees and determinations 
of church courts to be received, if thus consonant 
to the word of God ? 

They are to be received with reverence and 
submission. 

• 

Acts xvi, 4f 15, And as tliey went through ihb cities, they 
delivered them the decrees for to keep that were ordained of 
the apostles and elders which were at Jerusalem. And when 
she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, 
if ^e have judged me to be faithfiil to the I^rd, come into 
n|y house, and abide there. And she constrained us. See also 
Hatt. sviit, 17-20. 

IdS. To whai does their power extend? 

It belongs to them, ministerially, to determine 
controversies of faith, and cases of conscience; 
to frame rules and directions for the better or- 
dering of the public worship of God, and gov- 
ernment of his church ; to receive complaints 
in cases of mal-administration, and authorita- 
tively to determine the same ; and generally to 
devise such plans, as will best advance the 
interests of the kingdom of Christ. 

199. What are the means which are employed 
by church officers, for the maintenance of this 
spiritual power ? 

The means employed by church officers to 
secure this obedience, are commands, entrea- 
ties, promises, threatenings, and censures ; 
which are all intended to affect the heart only, 
and not outwardly, the property, liberty, or per- 
sonal security of the members of the church. 
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200. What is the name given to that opinion 
which maintains, that the church possesses no 
power ; and that the office of its rulers, consists 
solely in instructing and persuading the people ? 

It is called Erastianism, from Erastus, its 
author ; a physician who lived in the 16th cen- 
tury. 

201. Do preshyterians, in our country^ ascribe 
any power to the church, which interferes with 
the authority of the state 7 

No— preshyterians maintain, that the church 
is independent of the state, and distinct from it, 
in its laws, its administrations, and its objects ; 
and that it is governed by its own laws, which 
are purely spiritual. 

202. Do preshyterians, in our country, desire^ 
then, any alliance between their church and the 
state 7 

On the contrary, they believe, that any such 
alliance ever has been, and ever will be, equally 
injurious to the state, and to the church ; and 
that it is to be deprecated by every christian, as 
the baneful source of corruption and intole- 
rance. 



SECTION IT. 

Of the (Huisions of church power-'-and Jirst of, its dogmoOic 

power. 

203. What are the different parts of the 
power 4>f the church 7 
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The power of the church is commonly ditrMed, 
according to the nature of the objects abotoS 
which it is employed, into three parts. 

204. What is the first part of the power of 
the church ? 

That which is called dogmatic, or which 
respects articles of faith. 

205. Has the church power to make such arti" 
cles 1 

All protestants agree, in believing that the 
scriptures contain all the truths which it is 
necessary for man to know ; and that they con- 
stitute the only infallible rule of faith. 

206. "What other rule does the church of 
Rome adopt ? 

The church of Rome adopts another rule of 
faith, called tradition ; by which they mean a 
summary of doctrine which is in the possession 
of the church, besides that contained in scrip- 
ture, and which is of equal authority with the 
scriptures themselves. 

207. Is there any foundation for this doctrine 
of tradition f in the word of God? 

The scriptures, on the contrary, denounce 
the severest anathema upon any who will add 
to, or take from, the word of God. 

Rev. xxii, 18, 19. For I testify unto every man that beareth 
the words of the prophecy of this book. If any man shall add 
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are 
written in this book. And if any man shall take away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away him 
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part out of the book of life, and oat of the holy city^ and fr6m 
Che things which are written in this book. Gal. i, 9. As we 
•aid before, so say I now again; If any man preach any other 
gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be ac* 
cursed. Deut. iv, 2, 12, 32. Ye shall not add unto the word 
which I command you, neither shall ye diminish aught from 
it, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord your God, 
which I command you. And the Lord spake unto you out of 
the midst of the fire: ye heard the voice of the words, but saw 
no similitude; only ye heard a voice. For ask now of the 
days that are past, which were before thee since the day that 
God created man upon the earth, and ask from the one side of 
heaven unto the other, whether there hath been any such 
thing as this great thing is, or hath been heard like it. Prov. 
XXX, 6. Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and 
thou be found a liar. Isa. viii, 20. To the law and to the tes- 
timony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because 
there is no light m them. JMatt. xv,3-6. But he answered and 
said unto them. Why do ye also transgress the command- 
ment of God by your tradition ? For God commanded, say- 
ing. Honor thy father and mother: and he that curseth father 
or mother, let him die the death. But ye say, Whosoever shall 
say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou 
mightest be profited by me: and honor not his father or his 
mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the command- 
ment of God of none effect by your tradition. Col. ii, 8. Be- 
ware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain 
deceit, after the tradition of men, af^r the niaiments of the 
world, and not after Christ. 

208. What has been the result of the adop* 
tion of tradition as a standard of doctrine ^ in 
the church of Rome ? 

It has introduced into the creed of that 
church, human dogmas, and grossly erroneous 
tenets ; for which 8he< demands implicit recep- 
tion, under pain of being accursed. 

209. What then is the power of the church, 
as it regards the scriptures ? 

The church is the depository of the scriptures; 
and bound to preserve them, pure and unadul- 
terated. 
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1 Tim. iii, 15. But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know 
how tbou ouehtest to behave thyself in the house of God, 
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of 
the truth. 

210. What further power has the church, in 
reference to the scriptures ? 

It is the duty of the church to explain the 
scriptures, and to- call upon all men to study, 
believe, and obey them for themselves. 

Mai. ii, 7. For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and 
thev should seek the law at his mouth: for he is the messenger 
of the Lord of hosts. Isa. viii, SO. To the law and to the tes- 
timony: if they speak pot accordingto this word, it is because 
there is no light m them. John v, 39. Search the scriptures, 
for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they 
which testify pf me. 2 Tim. iii, 15. And that from a child thou 
hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation, through faith, which is in Christ Jesus. 
Col. iii, 16. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in ail 
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms, and 
hymns, and spiritual sone^s, sbging with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord. Rom. xv, 1, For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime, were written for our learning, that we, through pa- 
tience and comfort of the scriptures, mieht have hope. Acts 
zvii, 11. These were more noble than those in Thessalonica. 
in that they received the word with all readmess of mind, ana 
searched the scriptures daily, whether .those things were so. 



SECTION y. 
Of Confessions of Faith. 

211. Has the church the right to draw up 
summaries of christian doctrines, 4is for instance. 
Confessions of Faith, and Catechisms ? 

In order to exhibit to the world her views of 
the scriptures ; to oppose prevailing heresies and 
errors ; to instruct her children and people ; to 
ascertain the sentiments of candidates for ad* 
mission into the ministry; and to secure har- 
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mony and uniformity in her public minietrations ; 
it 18 the privil^e and duty of every church, to 
draw up such ^mmaries of christian doctrine. 

212. WhcU authority do these summaries pos^ 
sess, in themselves considered ? 

They have, in themselves considered, no 
more authority than any other human composi- 
tions. 

^13. From what, then, is their authority/ de- 
rived 1 

The authority of such summaries is derived 
solely from their conformity to the scriptures. 

214. Art Such summaries to he regarded as 
infallibly correct ? 

No — the only infallible rule for the interpre- 
tation of scripture, is scripture itself. 

Acts zv, 5. But there rose up certain of the sect of the 
Pharisees which- believed, saying, That it was needful to cir- 
cumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of 
Moses. John v, 46. For had ye believed Moses, ye would 
have believed me: for he wrote of me. 

215. Does our Confession of Faith claim any 
other power over those who receive it ? 

No**— for it is stated in that confession, that 
"all synods or councils, since the apostles' times 
may err, and many have erred ; therefore, they 
are not to be made the rule of faith or practice, 
but to be used as a help to both." 

See Chapter xxxi. 

216. Can you state any other declaration, 
which that covfession makes of the same purport? 
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Yes — it declares that ** it belongeth to synods 
and councils ministerially, (that is, as ministers 
of God's word) to determine controversies of 
faith and cases of conscience ;" and that their 
** decrees and determinations, if consonant to 
the word of God, are to be received with reve- 
rence and submission." 

See chapter xxxi, 2. See also chapters i, ix, and x, and 
chapter xx, at larg^e. 

217. Mow then do you reconcile the autkorfty 
claimed for these standards, with that supreme 
authority which is ascribed to the word of God 1 

No individual is compelled to receive these 
standards, contrary to his own voluntary choice; 
and in submitting himself to the authority of the 
church, every individual declares that he re- 
ceives them, because after full examination, he 
believes them to contain the system of doctrine 
taught in the holy scriptures. 

See Form of Government, chapter xv, 12. 

218. You have said that no individual is re- 
quired to adopt these standards ; will you now 
inform me whether any individual who may have 
adopted them, is at liberty, should he see Jit, to 
withdraw his declaration of full belief in them ? 

Should any individual be led to regard any 
part of these standards as contrary to the word 
of God, it is his privilege and duty to release 
himself from that obligation ; or otherwise, as a 
man of honor, to maintain and defend them so 
long as he continues to act as a minister^ or ei- 
der of the church. 
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2 19. Is there any thing in. this to int€tfere 
with true liberty (Of conscience f 

Nothing — for while such a course is adapted 
to secure peace and harmony, and united action; 
it also preser?es and maintains true liberty of 
conscience. 

220. Who are required explicitly to adopt 
and promise obedience to the standards of the 
church 1 

Bishops, licentiates, elders, and deacons. 

See Form of Government, chap, xv, 12, chap, xiv, 7, and 
chap, xiii, 4. 



SBCTION VI4 

Of the second part of the power of the churchf to enact rules 
for its government or order, 

222. What isJhe second part of the petoer of 
the church ? 

The power to enact rules for its government 
or order. 

223. Does this mean, that the church has 
power to establish any form of government which 
shall appear mo^t eligible ? 

No — as far as there is a particular form laid 
down in scripture, that form cannot be altered 
without usurping^ the authority of Jesus Christ. 

Heb. viii, 5. Who serve unto the example and shadow of 
heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when be 
was about to make the tabernacle: for, see (saith he) that 
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thoa make all thiugpB according to the pattern shewed to thee 
in the mount. 

224. ^ Does this mean, that the church has 
power to make new laws to regulate the moral 
conduct of its members ? 

The church, as we have already shewn, has 
no legislative, but only a ministerial authority ; 
and hej: office consists solely, in publishing and 
enforcing those laws which the Head of the 
church has already enacted. 

225. Has the church power to decree rites and 
ceremonies, as is taught in. the articles of the 
church of Rome, and of the Protestant Episco^ 
pal church 7 

There is no scriptural warrant whatever for 
this opinion: and we, therefore, believe that the 
church assumes a power which does not belong 
to her, when she makes any addition to the insti- 
tutions of Christ, and requires their observance, 
on pain of censure and excommunication. 

226. What rites and ceremonies, which are 
observed in both these churches, are rejected by 
presbyterians, as being without authority from 
the word of God, and otherwise attended with 
evil consequences ? 

First — the exclusive use of liturgies, or pre- 
scribed forms of prayer. 

Secondly — the stated observance of holy- 
days. 

Thirdly — the interposition of God-Fathers, 
and God-Mothers, in baptism, between the pa- 
rents and their child. 
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Fourthly — ^the sign of the cross in baptism. 

Fifthly — the rite of confirmation. 

Sixthly — kneeling at the Lord's Supper. 

Seventhly — the regular administration of the 
Lord's Supper in private. 

Eighthly — bowing at the name of Jesus, in 
the public service. 

Ninthly — the reading of the apocryphal books 
in public worship.* 

227. What other matters come under this 
power of the church, to enact rules for govern" 
ment and order 7 

It belongs to the church to appoint the times 
of public worship, and on what other occasions 
they shall join in the solemn exercises of relig- 
ion. 

228. Are there any other matters included un- 
der this power of enacting rules ? 

It is also the province of the church to point 
out the order of public worship, to fix the bounds 
of congregations and presbyteries, and to make 
all other arrangements, which are necessary to 
secure harmony and order. 



* For the scriptural and other objections to these several rites 
and ceremonies, see Dr. Miller on Presbyterianism, Tract No. 
1, chap. V, p. 63, &c. 
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SECTION Til. 

Of the third division of the power of the church, or the 

power of disciplijte, 

229. What is the third and last part qfecch* 
siastical power f 

The i^ower of discipline or jarisdietion. 

2 Cor. X, 8. For tboagh I sboaki boast somewhat more of 
oar author! !}% which the Lord hath given os for edifieatioB, 
and not fo^ destruction, I should not be ashamed. 

230. Is this power necessary to every society f 

Yes — in every society of men, some power is 
necessary to preserve the common peace, and to 
maintain concord. 

231. Has any person a right to admission inte 
the christian churchy without regard to its rules 
or regulations 7 

Only those who make a credible profession 
of their faith in Christ, can be admitted as 
members of the church of Christ. 

Acts viii, 37. And Philip said, if (hou believest with all thine 
heart, thou mayest. And be answered and said, I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 1 Cor. i, 2. Unto the church 
of Ood which is at Corinth^ to them that are sanctified ii| 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in everj^ place 
call upon the name of Jesus Christ onr Lord, both theirs and 
ours. Matt, xxviii, 20. Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

232. Why may not others also^ be admitted 
into the church P 
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Because its privileges, by their very nature, 
are intended only for those who, in the judgment 
of charity, are disciples of Christ. 

John xvii, 6. I have manifested thy name unto the men which 
thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou 
zavest them roe; and they have kept thy word. Acts xix, 9. 
Bui when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake 
evil of that way before the multitude, he departed from them, 
and separated the disciples, disputing daily m the school of one 
Tyrannufl. 

233. By what means is this character of the 
church, as a society of professing christians, to 
be preserved ? 

By the faithful exercise of a scriptural disci- 
pline, in enforcing the observance of her laws, 
by censure and excommunication. 

1 Cor. V, 7. Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may 
be anew lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our 
passover is sacrificed for us. (See context.) 

234. Why is this exercise of discipline neces* 
sary to the purity and peace of the church ? 

Because offences must frequently arise, from 
unregenerate professors, and from the remain- 
ing corruptions of those who are truly pious. 

Matt, xviii, 7. Woe unto the world because of offences ! for 
it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by 
whom the offence cometh ! Rev. ii, 14. But I have a few 
things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the 
doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a stumbling 
block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto 
idols, and to commit fornication. 

235. Who are to exercise this discipline 7 

The officers of the church. 

f3 , . 
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Matt, xxviti, 19. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Acts xiv, 23. And when they had ordained 
them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they 
commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed. Matt, 
zvi, 19. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: and whatsoever thou sbalt bina on earth snail be 
bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven. Matt, xviii, 15-18. Moreover, if 
thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault 
between thee and him aJone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast 
gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take 
with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three 
witnesses every word ma^ be established. And if he shall 
neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church; but if he neglect 
to hear the church, let him be unto thee as a heathen man and 
a publican. Verily I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

236. How far does this power of church offi- 
cers extend? 

It IS their province to judge who may be ad- 
mitted to the church ; to inspect their conduct 
when received ; and to censure and expel such 
as prove to be unworthy. 

2 Tim. iv. 2. Preach the word ; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering and 
doctrine. Titus ii. 15. These things speak, and exhort, and 
rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee. 1 Cor. 
V. 12. For what have I to do to judge them also that are 
without ? do not ye fudge them that are within ? Heb.' xiii. 
17. Obey them that nave the rule over 3*00, and submit your- 
selves : for they watch for your souls, as they that must give 
account ; that tney may do it with joy, and not with grief : for 
that is unprofitable for you. 



CATECHISM. 101 



SECTION' VIII. 

Of admission td, and exclusion fromj the cl^urch. 

237. Are only those who are really saints, to 
be admitted into the church 7 . \ 

* , * ^ 

That any man is really a saint, can be known 
only to God ; and therefore, the officers of the 
church not having knowledge to discern the 
hea^rt, cannot determine the secret st^te of the 
soul. 

23d. By what riile, then, are they to be guided 
in the reception of members into the church ? 

They are to be guided solejy by the outward 
profession which is made, of inward faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

Acts viii. 12. Biit when they believed Philip preaching the 
things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus 
Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. Acts xix. 
18. And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed 
their deeds. 

239. When is a person to be regarded as 
making a credible profession ^of Christianity ? 

When sued an individual manifests an ac^ 
quaintauce with the leading doctrines of the 
gospel ; declares himself a believer in them y 
professes that h\B heart has been renewed by the 
Spirit of God; and maintains a conduct be^ 
coming the gospel. ' . 

Rom. X. 10. For with the heart man believeth unto ridit- 
«ousness j and with the mouth confession is made unto salva- 
tion. « Acts xvi. 3^. And be took them the same hour of the 
night, and washed their stripes 3 and iwas baptized, he and all 

r3 
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his^ straiehtway. Luke tii. 8. Brin^ forth therefore, fruits 
worthy of repentance ; and be|nn not to say wUhin yourselves. 
We have Abraham to our father : for I say'tftito you, That 
God is able Of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 

240. JFbr what offences are members of the 
church liable to its censure 7 

For errors in doctrine ; (1) for immorality in 
practice ;(2) for despising the authority, order, 
or ordinances of the /church ;^{3) and for neg- 
lecting the public, domestic, and secret duties 
of religion. (4) 

(1) Rom. icvi. 17. Now, I beseech you, brethren, mark 
them which cause divisions an|d offences contrary to the doc- 
trine which ye have learned ; and avoid them. Titus iii. 10. 
A man that is a heretic, after the first akid second adnibniticm, 
reject. 

. (2) 2 Chron. xxiii. 19. And he set the porters at the gates 
of the house of the Lord, that none which was unclean in any 
thing should enter in. £ph. v. 11. And have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but -rather reprove them. 
1 Cor. v. U. But now I have written linto you not to ke^ 
company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, 
or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or aiii 
extortioner *, with such a one no not to eat. Rev. ii. 20. Not- 
withstanding^ I have a few things against thee, because thou 
sufierest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophet- 
ess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornica- 
tion, and lo eat things sacrificed unto idols. 

(3) 1 Cor, xi. 2. Now I praise you, brethren^ that ye re- 
member me in all things, and keep the ordidances, as I deliv- 
ered them to you. 2 Thes. iii. o. Now we command yt>u, 
brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye with- 
draw yourselves from every brother that walkeih disorderly, 
and not after the tradition which he received of us. 

(4) Heb. X. 25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as the manner of some is j but exhorting one another : 
and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. Jer. 
X. 25. Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, 
and tipon the families that call not upon thy name : for they 
-have eaten up Jacob, and devoured ,him, and consumed him, 
and'have made his habitation desolate. Matt. vi. 6.. But thou, 
when thou prayest, enter into thy closet ; and wl^en thou hast 
8hH(»tl)^oor, pray ta thy Father which is in secret ; and thy 
Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. 



% 
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241. What are the ends to be sought in the 
exercise of jfkurch discipline 7 

The glo>y of God; the purity of the church; 
the^ reform at ion of the offender; aiKt the preser- 
vation of others from similar offences. 

2 Tbes. iii; 14. And if any man obey not our word bythi'g 
epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he 
may be ashamed. 1 Tim. v, 20. Them that siki rebuke be- 
fore all; that others also may fear. 



SECTION IZ. 
\ Of Church Censure, 



242. Are all offences to he followed hy the 
same ^Legree of censure ? 

No ; according to the nature of their several 
offences, some should he rebuked — others sus- 
pended from the privileges of the church — and 
others excommunicated, or entirely cut off from 
connexion with the church. 

Titus i. 13. This witness is true : wherefore rebuke them 
sharply that they may be sound in the faith. 2 Thes. iii, 14, 
15. . And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note 
that man, and have no company with him, that ne may be 
ashamed. Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him 
as a brother. 1 Cor. v, 13. But them that are without God 
judgeth. Therefore- put away from among yourselves that- 
wicked person. Gal. v, 12. I would they were even cut off 
which trouble you. 

243. Do the scriptures attach a very solemn 
importance to the censures of the church 1 

They do ; for they declare that the sentence 
of the church, when pronounced according to 
the scriptures, is confirmed and ratified in 
heaven. . ^, 

f4 
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Matt, xviii, 18. Verilv I say unto yon, • Whatsoever ye 
shall bind on earth ^hall be bound in heaven ; ^ad whatsoever 
ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 1 Cor. v. 5. 
To deliver such a one unto Satan for the destruction of the 
flesh, that the spitit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
1 Tim; i, 20. Of whom is Hymeneus and Alexander; whom I 
have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blas- 
pheme. 

/^4. WkcU should be the conduct of those 
toho have been, in either of thesB ways, subjected 
to the discipline of the church ? 

They should humble themselFes under it — 
and seek grace to repent and do their first 
works. 

1 Peter v, 6. Humble yourselves therefore, under the 
mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time. Heb. 
xiii, 17. Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit 
yourselves : for thev watch for your souls, as they that must 
ffive account \ that they may do it with joy, and not with ^rief : 
tor that is unprofitable for you. Rev. ii, 5. Repnember therefore 
from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works ^ 
or else i will come unto, thee quickly^ and will remove thy 
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 

245. When may a person who has been sus-- 
pended, be restored to the communion of the 
church 1 

Whenever sufficient evidence has been ai^ 
forded, of his repentance and reformation. ' 

Gal. vi, 1. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a faalt, ye 
which are spiritual restore soch a one in the spirit of meek- 
ness 5 considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. John xx, 
23. Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them \ 
and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 

246. Are any censures of the church to be 
made public ? 

Yes — when the offences are of such raaorni- 
tud& and publicity, as to bring scandal upon the 
church. 
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ji^^Cor. il, 6. Sufi]<itent to such a man is thicr panishment, 
^l^bicb was inflicted of mapy. 1 Tim. v. 20. Them that sin 
i^buke before all, that others also may fear. 
• 

247. Is the church infured hy the neglect of 
discipline? 

Yes — for thereby godly persons will be de- 
terred from enlnring it — the anger of God pro- 
voked-^and Christ's name dishonored. 

1 Cor. V, U. But now I have written unto you not to keep 
eompany, if any man that is called a brother De a fornicator; 
or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an 
extortioner; with such a one no not to eat 1 Cor.x, 20. But 
I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice 
to devils, and not to God : and I would not that ye should 
have fellowship with devils. Rev. xviii, 4. And I heard an- 
other voice from heaven, saying. Come out of her, m^ people, 
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of 
her plagues. Jer. vii, 11. Is this house, which is called by 
my name, become a den of robbers in j^our eyes ? Behold, 
even 1 have seen it, saith the Lord. 2 Samuel xii, 14. How- 
beit, because by this deed tbou hast given great occasion to 
the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also that is 
born unto thee shall surely die. Rom. ii, 24. For the name 
of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is 
written. Ephesians iv, 30. And grieve not the Holy Spirit of 
God, whereby ye are sealed unto Uie day of redemption. 

248. Does any further injury follow such 
neglect 7 

Yefe — sinners will be confirmed in their 
. thoughtlessness and unbelief. 

-Ezek. xtii, 10, 22. Because, even because they have sedu- 
ced^m^ people, saying, Peace, and there was no peace; and 
one built up a wall, and, lo, others daubed it with untempered 
mortar. Because with lies ye have made the heart of the 
righteous sad, whom I have not made sad ; and strenrthened 
the hands of the wicked, that he should not return from his 
wicked way, by promising him life. 1 Cor. v, 6. To deliver 
such a one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the 
spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
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249. May a church, hy the utter neglect of 
discipline^ cease to be a true and living church 
of Christ? 

Yes, this has happened. 

" Rer. ii, 9. I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, 
j(but thou art rich,) and I know the blasphemy of them which 
6ay they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Sa- 
tan. Rev. iii, 9/16. Behold, I will make them of the syna- 
f[ogue of Satan, which say they are J«ws, and are not, hut do 
ie ', behold, 1 will make them come and worship before thy 
feet and to know that I have loved thee. So then, because 
thou art lukewarm, and neidier cold nor hot, I will spue thee 
out of my mouth.* ^ 

250. tlow may each member of the church 
fully understand all its rules, and order of diS" 
cipline ? 

By studying the Form of Government and 
Book of Discipline attached to the Confession 
of our Faith, and which every member of our 
church should possess. 



* [' As the saving doctrine of Christ is the soul of the church, 
80. discipline forms the ligaments which connects the members 
together, and keeps ea<m in its proper place.'' " Discipline 
therefore serves as a bridle to curb and restrain the refractory, 
who resist the doctrine of Christ; or, as a spur to stimulate the 
inactive; and sqmetimes as a father's roa, with which those 
who have grievously fallen may be chastised in mercy and with 
the gentleness of the Spirit of Christ.^' CaJvin's Institutes, 
chap, zii. book iv. vol. 2. page 365. 



CHAPTER VI. 



FELLOWSHIP OF THE CHURCH 



SECTION I. 

Of the. nature and necessity of church fellowship. 

251. Is a knowledge of the true nature, coh" 
stitution and design of the church, important to 
all its members ? 

It is important — for otherwise they will be in 
ignorance of those duties, which they are under 
obligations to discharge, as members of the 
church. 

Ezek. xliy, 5. 8. And the Lord said unto me, Son of man, 
mark well, and behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine 
ears, all that I say unto thee concerning all the ordinances of 
the house of the Lord and all the laws tnereof ; and mark well 
the entering in of the house, with every going forth of the sanc- 
tuary. And ye have not kept the charge of my holy things ; 
but ye have set keepers of my charge in my sanctuary for 
yourselves. Matt, v, 19. Whosoever therefore shall break 
one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he 
shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven : but whoso- 
ever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in 
tbe kingdom of heaven. 

252. Who are members of the visible church 
of Christ ? 
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Those who have been admitted into it on pro- 
fession of their faith and obedience^ together 
with tlieir children. 

Acts ii, 38, 39, 47. Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sire?, and ye shall receive tV»e gift of the Holy 
Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and 
to aH ihal are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 
shall call. Praising God, and having favor with all the peo- 
ple. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should 
be saved. 

253. What is the supreme standard of doo 
trine and discipline^ by which every church must 
be governed? 

It is, as has already been declared, the whole 
word of God. 

Matt, xxviii, 20. Teaching them to observe all' things what* 
soever I have commanded you j and, lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

254. Is it the duty of all, or only of some ^ to 
become members of the church of Christ ? 

It is the unquestionable duty of all who hear 
the gospel, to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; 
and then 4o become members of his visible 
church. 

Acts ii, 38. Then Peter said unto them. Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins and ve shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. Rom. X, 9. That if thou shalt confess with thv mouiu 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, th<)u shalt be saved. 1 John i, 3. 
That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that 
ye- may also have fellowship with us \ and truly our fellowship 
IS with the Father, and with his Soq Jesus Christ. 

855. Wkai are the ends of church feUmoshipf 
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The ends of church fellowship are, that 
christians may hold forth the doctrines of the 
Bible — maintain the ordinances of the gospel 
uncorrupted — ^promote their mutual holiness and 
edification — and thus become fitted for glory. 

Col. ii, 2. That tbeir hearts might be comforted, being knit 
together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of un* 
derstanding^ to the acknowledgment of the m^^stery of God, 
end of the Fattier, and of Christ Rev. ii, 25. But that which 
ye have already, hold fast till I come. Phil, ii, 16. That ye 
may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without re- 
buke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among 
whom ye shine as lights in the world. Col. i, 12. Giving 
thaiiks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to bepartak* 
ers of the inheritance of the saints in light. 

256. What are the privileges of members of 
the church ? 

The participation of the Lord's Supper — the 
baptism of their children — pastoral oversight— 
the sympathy and prayers of the church — the 
special promises of Qod — and the right of de* 
ciding upon all matters referred to them, rela- 
tive to the spiritual interests of the church. 

Isaiah iv. 5, 6. And the Lord will create upon every 
dwelling'place of Mount Ziou, and upon her assemblies, a 
cloud ana smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by 
night : for upon all the glory shall be a defence. And there 
shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the da;^-time from the heat, 
and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from storm and from 
rain. 1 Tim. iv, 10. For therefore we both labor and suffer re- 
proach, because we trust in the living God. who is the Saviour 
of all men, especially of those that believe. Acts ii, 4S. 
Ami they continued stedfastly in the apostle's doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of*^ bread, and in prayers. Psalm 
cxlvii, 19, 20. He shewetn his word unto Jacob^ his statutes 
and his judgments unto Israel. He hath not dealt so with any 
nation : and as for his judgments, they have not known them; 
Praise ye the Lord. Rom. ix. 4. who are the Israelites ; to 
whom pertaineth the adoption, aad the %^tyt and the cove- 
nants, and the giving of th9 law, and the service of God, and th« 
promise. 
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SECTION U. 

Of ihe duties of church members. 

257. What duties do members of the church 
owe to their pastor 7 

Th^y should submit to his just and scriptural 
authority — love and esteem him — attend con- 
stantly upon his ministrations — co-operate with 
him in every good work — liberally support him — 
and earnestly pray for him. 

1 Thes. y. 13. And to esteem tbeixi yery hig^hly in love for 
their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves. Heb. 
xiii, 7. Remember them which have the rule over voa, who 
have spoken unto you the word of God ; whose faith follow, 
considering the end of their conversation. 1 Cor. xvi, 15, 16. 
I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, 
that it is the first-fruit of Achaia, and that they have addicted 
themselves to the ministry of the saints,) That ye submit your- 
selves unto such, and to every one that helpeth with us, and 
laboreth. 1 Thes. v, 11, 12. Wherefore comfort yourselves 
together, and edify one another, even as also ye do. And' we 
beseech yoti, brethren, to know them which \d3aot among you, 
and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you. 2 Cor. i, 
11. Ye also helping together by prayer for us, that, for the 
giA bestowed upon us by the means of many persons, thanks 
may be given by many on our behalf. 

258. What duties do the members of the 
church owe to one another 7 

They should love one another — visit each 
other inaffliction: — pray for one another — when 
necessary exercise forbearance and charity — 
watch over one another — and endeavor to live 
in peace and harmony. 

Gal. vi, 2. Hear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the 
1 aw of Christ. James v, 16. Confess your faults one to an- 
other, and pray one for another, that ve mav be healed. The 
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effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 
Epb. iv, 2. With all lowliness and meekness^ with long-suf- 
fering', forbearing one another in love. Rom. xii, 13. Distri- 
butii% to the necessity of saints ; ffiven to hospitality. 1 John 
iii, 17. But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his bro- 
ther have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from 
him, how dwelleth the love of God in him 1 I Thess. iii, 11. 
Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
direct our way unto you. Lev. xix, 17. Thou shalt not hate 
thj^ brother in thy heart : thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy 
neighbor, and not suffer sin upon him. 1 Peter v, 5. Like- 
wise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder ; yea, all of 
you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humilitv ; 
for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 
Phil, ii, 3. Let nothing be done through strife or vain-glory ; 
but in lowliness of nund let each esteem other better than 
themselves. 

259. What duties do members of the church 
owe to the church itself? 

They are bound to support it — to take a deep 
and active interest in all its concerns — to seek 
its prosperity by all lawful means — and cordially 
to submit to its discipline. 

1 Cor. xvi, 2. Upon the first day of the week let every one 
of you lay by him m store, as God hath prospered him, that 
there be^o gatherings when I come. 

260. What is the duty of members of the 
church to themselves, as individuals 1 

To grow in knowledge, in grace, and in com- 
munion with God ; and to lead holy and exem- 
plary lives. . 

John V, 39. Search the Scriptures j for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life : and they are they which testify of me. Psalm 
i. 2. But his delight is in the law of the Lord \ and in his law 
doth he meditate day and night. 

261. What is the duty of members of the 
church, as heads of families ? 
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To maintain family prayer — to set a holy 
example — and to govern and direct their chil- 
dren, and servants, in the fear and admonition 
of the Lord« 

Geo. xviii, 19. For I know him, that be will commaiid his 
childrea, and bis household afler him y and they shall keep tho 
way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the Lord 
may bring upon Abraham that which he bath spoken of him. 
Psalm cxviiiy 15. The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in 
^fiU^ibernacies of the righteous : the right hand of the Lord 
illoon valiantly. Jer. x, 25. Pour out thy fury upon the 
heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that call not 
on thy name : for they have eaten up Jacob, and devoured 
him, and consumed him, and have made his habitation deso- 
late. Eph. vi, 4. And, ye fathers, provoke not your children 
to wraih ; but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. 

*^ 262. What is the duty of church members as 
citizens ? 

They should live peaceful, holy, and unbfa||ia^ 
ble lives, in all honesty and fidelity; ad€>rning 
the doctrines of God our Saviour; and as far as 
lieth in them, securing a good repaid of them 
that are without. ,^' 

263. What is the duty of members of the 
church as it regards property 7 ^ 

They should remember, that in the possession 
of whatever amount of property they have, they 
are stewards for God, and must render an ac- 
count to him, of the manner in which it has been 
used, for the furtherance of his glory. 

it ^ 
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CHAPTER VII. 



RELATION OF THE PRESBYTE 
RIAN CHURCH TO' OTHER DE 
NOMINATIONS. 



SECTION I. 
Of Romanism, 

264. Is the term protestant properly appli" 
cable to the presbyterian church ? 

It is properly applicable to it, in common with 
all the other reformed churches. 

265. Why are they denominated protestant ? 

Because they still adhere to that solemn pro- 
test, which was made by the reformers of the 
sixteenth century, against the errors and corrup- 
tions of the church of Rome. 

26G. Can you name some of those errors ? 

First, the church of Rome does not allow that 
the scriptures alone are a sufficient rule of faith 
and practice. 

Isaiah viii, 20. To the law'and to the testimony ; if they 
speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light 
in them. Acts xvii, 11. These were more noble than those 



114 ECCLESIASTICAL 

in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readi* 
ness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those 
tbinffs were so. 2 Tim. iii, 16, 17. AH Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness. That the man 
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto, all good 
works. John v, 39. Search the Scriptures ; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life : and they are they which testify of 
me. 

Secondly, it receives oral traditions, as of 
equal authority in religious matters, with the 
scriptures. 

Matt. XV, 3, 6. But he answered and 8a^d unto - them, Why 
do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradi- 
tion ? Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none 
effect by your tradition. Gal. i, 8. But though we, or an 
an^el from heaven, preach any other gospel unto y6u than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. Col. 
ii, 8. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and 
vain deceit, aAer the tradition of men, after the rudiments of 
Uie world, and not after Christ. Prov. xxx, 6, 6. Every word 
of God is pure : he is a shield unto them that put their trust in 
him. Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and 
thou be found a liar. Rev. xxii, 18. For I testify unto every 
man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book. If 
any man shall add unto these things, Grod shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in ibis book. 

Thirdly, it makes the apostle Peter the 
foundation of the church. 

1 Cor. iii, 11. For other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Acts iv, 12. Neither ia 
there salvation in any other : for there is none other name un- 
der heaven given among men whereby we must be saved. 

Fourthly, it teaches that the pope of Rome is 
the visible, and supreme head of the universal 
church. 

Eph. i, 22. And hath put aH thing^s under His feet, and pive 
Him to be the head over all things to the church. Col. i, 18. 
And He is the head of the body, the chorch : Who is the begin- 
ning, the first-bom from the dead ; tjbat in all thmgs He might 
have the pre-emioenee. 
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Fifthly, it c(»iducts the prayers of the church 
in an unknown tongue. 

1 Cor. j\r, 9, 11, 14, 16. So likewise ye, except ye utter by 
the tongue words easy to be understood, now shall it be known 
what is spoken ? for ye shall speak into the air. Therefore, if 
I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that 
gpeaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a barba- 
nan unto me. For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit 
pravethy but my understanding is unfruitful. £lse, when tnou 
shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room 
of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he 
imderstaadeth not what thou sayest 1 

Sixthly, it pays divine worship to the Virgin 
Mary. 

Matt. W, 10. Then saith Jesus unto him. Get thee hence, 
Satan ; for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and him only shalt thou serve. Phil, ii, 9, 10, U. Wherefore 
God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which 
is above every name : That at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth } And that every tongue should confess 
thai Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Farther. 

Seventhly, it teaches its members to pray to 
saints and angels, as mediators or intercessors. 

Rev. x\x, 10. And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he 
said unto me. See thou do it not 3 1 am thy fellow-servant, and 
of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus : worship 
God : for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 1 
John ii, 1. My little children, these things write I uulo you, 
that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father. Jesus Christ the righteous. 1 Tim. ii , 5. For there 
is one Goa, and one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus. 1 Cor. viii, 6. But to us there is but one Gk>d, 
the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him ; and one 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are eul things, and we by him. 

Eighthly, it uses images in worship, which is 
idolatry. 

£xodu8 XX, 4, 5. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 
ima^, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or 
thai ia in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
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earth : Thoo thalt oot bow down thyself to them, nor serve them : 
fcr I the Lord thy God am a jealoas God, visitiD? the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the childreD unto the third and fourth gene- 
ration of them that hate me. 

Ninthly, it teaches the doctrine of transub- 
Btantiation. 

1 Cor. zi, 26, 28. For as oAen as ve eat this bread, and 
drink this rup, ^'e do shew the Lord's death tiU he come. But 
let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and 
drink of that cup. 

Tenthly, it teaches the doctrine of pargatory. 

1 John i, 7. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son clennseth us from all sin. 2 Cor. v, 8. Now 
be that haih wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who 
also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit. We are con- 
fident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, 
and to be present with the Lord. Phil, i, 23. For I am in a 
strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be witb 
Christ; which is far belter. Rev. xiv, 13. And I heard a 
voice fmm heaven saying onto me. Write, Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord from henceforth : Yea, saiih the 
Spirit, that they may rest from their labors ; and their works 
do follow them. 

Against these, and many other errors of the 
church of Rome, the preshyterian church, io 
common with all the reformed churches, hears 
its testimony, as being anti-christian, and, in 
their tendency, destructive to the souls of men. 

267. By what title should this church be al* 
ways spoken of 7 

Either as the Romish, or the Roman Catholic 
Church, or the Church of the Pope. 

268. Why should you never speak of that 
church as the Catholic Church ? 

Because, as has been shewn, the term catho- 
lic, both as it means universal, and as it meant 
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orthodox, applies to all true churches, and not 
to any one particular communion, such as the 
Roman, or Anglican. 

269. Do you then consider the application of 
the term catholic, to the Romish church, to be 
positively wrong ? 

I do, for several reasons; 1. Such a use of 
the term is in itself absurd, and not therefore 
proper.' 2. It is no distinction as ihus applied^ 
any more than the term christian would be, since 
it equally applies to other churches. 3. It is un- 
just as it regards ourselves, for when we call the 
Roman, the Catholic church, it is implied that we 
ourselves, and all other churches^ are heretics or 
schismatics. 4. It is uncharitable towards them, 
since it encourages them in their error, and af- 
fords to them a plausible argument against other 
denominations.* 



* The use which they make of it, when it is conceded to them, 
eannot be unknown. Dr. Milner, in his End of Religious 
Controversy, (Letter zzv.) says of (the Episcopal) church. 
" Every time they address the Grod of truth, either in solema 
worship, or in private devotion, they are forced, each of them 
to repeat, I beheve in the Catholic church, and yet if I ask any 
of them the question, are you a Catholic ? he is sure to answer 
ne, No ! I am a Protestant ! ! Was there ever a more glarings 
instance of inconsistency, and self condemnation, among ra- 
tional beings.'^ See Whateley's Romish Errors, p. 331 . Let us 
then avoid, in future, this inconsistency and self-condemnalioa. 



a2 
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SECTION II. 
Of Prelacy, 

270. What opinion is to be entertained of 
those churches, which, with an orthodox creed, 
have adopted the Prelatic form of church govern" 
ment ? 

They are to be regarded as true churches of 
Christ, and yet, as not being in their constitution 
and order, in full accordance with the word of 
God. 

271. Why do you denominate this the Pre* 
kUic, rather than the Episcopal form of church 
government 1 

For the same reasons, in part, why we refuse 
to speak of the Romish, as the Catholic church ; 
and also, because we believe our form of church 
government to be more truly the primitive and 
apostolical Episcopacy, since this term bishop, 
(i. e. episcopos, whence episcopacy) was by the 
Holy Ghost originally given to presbyters, and is 
applied to them throughout the New Testament. 

272. Do you then design to convey any re- 
proachf by using the terms prelate, prelacy, and 
prelatic, instead of bishop, episcopacy, and epis- 
copal, as applied to this denomination of chris- 
tians ? 

Certainly not, since in so doing we use terms 
which are constantly employed by their own 
writers, in a good sense ; and by which this de- 
nomination may be better distinguished from 
others. 
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273. Can you name some of the points in thii 
prelatic system, to which preshyterians object, as 
being without support in the word of God ? 

First, they object to the power claimed by 
prelatic churches, to decree rites and ceremonies 
in the worship of God. 

Prov. XXX, 6. Add thou not unto bis words, lest be reprove 
Ibee, and tbou be found a liar. Rev. xxii, 18. For I iesi'ify 
unto every man tbat heareth the words of the prophecy of this 
book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add 
unto him the plagues that kre written in this book. 1 Cor. vi, 
12. All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not ex- 
pedient ; all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought 
under tbe power of any. 

Secondly, they object to all those ceremonies 
already mentioned. (See Cluest. 201.) 

Matt. XV, 9. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men. Col. li, W, 23. Where- 
fore, if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, 
why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinan- 
ces ? Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will- 
worship and humility, and neglecting of the body 5 not in any 
honor to the satisfying of the flesh. 

Thirdly, they object to a stated liturgy; consid- 
ering that the exclusive use of it tends to prevent 
the exercise of spiritual gifts ; to induce formality 
and deadness in devotion ; and to prevent its 
adaptation to the state and circumstances of the 
church and of individuals. 

Acts i, 24, 25. And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, 
which knowest tbe hearts of all men, shew whether of these 
two thou hast chosen, That he may take part of this ministry 
and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that 
he might go to his own place. 

Fourthly, they object to the power of ordina- 
tiooy and other ecclesiastical functions, being 
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vested exeliuiiTely in tbe unacriptural order of 
prelates. 

1 Tim. iv, 14. Neglect not the gifi that 19 ib thee, which 
was given thee by prophesy, with the laying on of the hands of 
the presbytery. Matt, xz, ^, 27. Bat Jesus called them onto 
him, and said. Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exer* 
cise dominion over them, and they that are gxeat^ exercise au- 
thority upon them. And whosoever will be chief among you, 
let him be your servant. Matt, xxii, 8. Theh saiih he to his 
servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden, 
were not worthy. 

Fifthly, they object to the doctrine, that by 
water-baptism an infant is regenerated, made a 
member of Christ, and a child of God. 

James i, 18. Of his own will be^ he us with the word of 
truth, that we should be a kind of first-fruits of bis creatures. 
1 Peter i, 23. Being bom again, net of corruptible seed, but 
of incorruptible, by the word of God, which livelh and abideth 
for ever. 



SECTION III. 

Of CongregaiumaUsm, ' 

274. In what light do Presbyterians regard 
those churches which adopt the Independent or 
Congregational form of church government 7 

As far as they hold to those doctrines which 
are regarded, by her, as the doctrines of grace, 
she considers them also to be true churches of 
Christ; and yet as being defective, and not fully 
accordant to Scripture in their form of govern* 
ment. 

275. Name some of the reasons why Preshtf" 
terians object to this system of church govern' 
ment? 
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First, they object to it because," in making 
each congregatiou independent of every other, it 
destroys the unity and power of the church. 

1 Cor. xii, \Zf 26, 27. For as the bod^- is one, and hath 
many members, and all the members of that one body, being 
many, are one body; so also is Christ. And whether one 
member suffer, all the members suffer with it ; or one member 
be honored, all the members rejoice with it. Now ye are the 
body of Christ, and members in particular. John xviii, 36. 
Jesus answered, My king^dom is not of this world. If my king^- 
dom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews : but now is my kingdom 
not from hence. 

Secondly, because it is thus opposed to the 
constitution of the apostolic church. 

See chapter IV. 

Thirdly, because it destroys the scriptural dis- 
tinction between the rulers of the church and its 
members. 

Heb. xiii, 17, 24. Obey them that have' the rule over you, 
and submit yourselves : for they watch for your souls, as they 
that must give account ; that they may do it with joy, and not 
with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. Samte all them 
that have the rule over you, and all the saints. 

Fourthly, because it unfits the church as such, 
for extending, as she is in duty bound, the king- 
dom of Christ. 

Matt, xviii, 19, 20. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost ; Teaching them to observe all things what* 
soever I have commanded you : and, lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

Fifthly, because it gives an undue, and un- 
Bcriptural power, to the members of the church. 

Bee chapter JII. 
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Sixth! J, because it deprives the Pastor, or any 
aggrieved member of the church, of the privilege 
and liberty, of appealing to any court of review* 

Acts XV, 2. When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no 
imall dissension and disputatidn with them, ihey determined 
that Pcial and Barnabas, and certain other or them, should go 
up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this ques- 
tion. 



SECTION IV. 
[lite advantages and claims of the Presbyterian Church. 

276. What claim$f then, has the Presbytt" 
Han church on all her members 1 

She is scriptural in her character, ordinances, 
and doctrines — apostolic in her forms, officers, 
and order of government^^adapted to secure the 
religious liberty and prosperity of all her mem* 
bers — and to extend the blessings of salvation to 
the ends of the earth. 

277. Name some of the advantages possessed 
hy members of the Presbyterian church. 

They possess the right of choosing their own 
Pastors and Elders — ^they are neither subject to 
the spiritual despotism of a priesthood, nor to 
anarchy and misrule — they can bring any mat- 
ter, whether it be unfaithfulness in Ministers and 
Elders, or in the other officers and members of 
the church, or errors in doctrine, before the 
church courts for investigation and decision-^ 
and they have the privilege and power, when 
their rights as citizens of Zion are assftiled*, of 
appealing from one church court to another. 
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278. Are not the principles of Presbyterian 
polity in perfect agreement icith the principles 
of civil liberty ? 

Yes — in the equality of all her members and 
ministers — in her k>ve of simplicity and order — 
in her opposition to all unnecessary distinctions 
— in her regard to the interests and wishes of 
her members, as well as ministers — in the open 
publicity of all her doings — in that model she 
has given of the exercise of the principle of re- 
presentation — and in that shield which she has 
thrown around the person and character of the 
poorest of her members — she displays all the 
principles and features of true liberty, whether 
civil or ecclesiastical. 

279. Are not Presbyterians, while grateful to 
God for these advantages ^ bound to extend them 
to all their fellouMnen, as far as God shall give 
them ability and opportunity ? 

Yes — it is the unquestionable duty of every 
member of the church, to assist her in prosecut- 
ing missionary and other labors in our own 
land, and throughout the world ; until all the 
ends of the earth shall see the salvation of God. 

Matt, xxviii, 19, 20. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost ; Teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you : and, lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen. • 

280. What is the duty of members of the 
presbyterian church, toward members of other 
christian churches 7 
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They should respect their religious opinions 
and practices — avoid all bigotry and prejudice 
— abstain from all officious controversy, and un- 
derhand proselytism — reciprocate all acts of 
christian courtesy and kind regard — and co-ope- 
rate with them in the promotion of every good 
word and work. 

See also ii. 56. 



THE END. 



